
History of Yarrow
We acknowledge that Yarrow and surrounding area 

are on the ancestral, traditional, and unceded territory 
of the people of the Sumas (Sema:th, Sum-Aht) 
and Chilliwack (Ch.ihl-kway-uhk, Chilukweyuk)

tribes of the Stó:lō and Tzeachten Salish First Nations.



Historically, people of the Sumas (Sema:th, Sum-Aht) 
and Chilliwack (Ch.ihl-kway-uhk, Chilukweyuk) tribes 

of the Stó:lō and Tzeachten Salish First Nations 
resided in the region around Sumas Lake. 

The Chilliwack traded with the 
Salish tribes on the Nooksack 
River of Washington State by 
way of the Old Nooksack trail 

meandering between 
Vedder Mountain & Sumas Lake, 
and by way of Cultus Lake and 

Columbia Valley.



Indigenous Territory 1858 :  Oliver N. Wells: The Chilliwacks and Their Neighbours     



In 1905, Joseph Knox (c. 1857 - 1931) and Margaret Knox (1845 - 1910) bought
the Vedder Ranch located east of Sumas Lake and south of the Vedder River.

Joseph and Margaret Knox
Photograph Courtesy of Ethel and Edith Knox

Circa 1908, Knox sold to Ernest 

Crain and Chauncey Eckert 

a large portion of his farm 

west of Yale Road (Wilson Road), 

which went due north to the 

Vedder River from the eastern 

end of Majuba Hill.



Majuba Hill School 1905

Miss Pearl Crankshaw-Dusthoeft and Students
    From Majuba Hill and Vedder River Flats



Vedder Mountain School 1915

Students From Vedder River Flats and East Along the Vedder River
Photograph Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Majuba Hill School 1920

Looking North toward Sumas Mountain from Majuba Hill



Vancouver – Chilliwack Train 
Tracks Completed  1910



Chilliwack End of the Line: BC Electric Railway Line



Sumas Lake Towards Vedder Mountain 1915



Sumas Lake Along Vedder Mountain 1915

Sumas Lake Looking East Along Vedder Mountain — 1915
B.C.E. Tracks Lower Left, Yale Road Center Right



Sumas Lake: Chilliwack BCE Line Dyke1923

Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway 
Company. North Vancouver, BC: Whitecap Books, 1986. 159.



Vedder Canal Construction 1920-24



Sumas Dyking District — January 1926

Murton, James. Creating a Modern Countryside: Liberalism and Land 
Resettlement in British Columbia. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2007. 117.



Sumas Prairie: Bellerose Station looking North-East 1926

Sumas Mountain and Chilliwack Mountain in Background



Vedder River Flats 1920s

Mr &Mrs Abe Simmons, Mrs Hudson, Rosa Martin, Jack Martin & Mrs Martin 
Photograph Courtesy of Chester Brown



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Esther and Edward Hudson Ed Hudson Jr. and Esther Mathews



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Original Hudson House Prior to 1920 Edward Hudson's Farm House Duncan Road at the "S" Corner

Hudson Family Photographs Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Brown Family

Original Brown Family home and back yard on Browne RoadRobert Brown



Vedder River Flats 1930s: Brown Family

Elizabeth Brown, Margaret Maitland, Annetta Brown1936 Robert, Elizabeth, Chester, Annetta 1934

Brown Family Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown



Yarrow Founder: Chauncey Eckert

— 1905: Joseph and Margaret Knox buy the Vedder 
Ranch.

— 1908: Chauncey Eckert buys land west of Yale Road 
(Wilson Road), which went north to the Vedder River 
from the eastern end of Majuba Hill. 

— 1927:  Eckert advertises “farmland for sale” in the 
Winnipeg Free Press Farmer.

— 1928: Mennonite families from the Canadian Prairies 
are eager buyers. 

— 1930’s: More Mennonites from Russia, and Mexico 
arrive. They develop a village like their Mennonite 
villages on the Ukrainian steppes of Russia. 



Majuba Hill 1920s

William Siddall and Chauncey Eckert
Siddall Residence Garden 1920s

Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker – Son of Vivian (Siddall) Parker



Majuba Hill: Siddall Center 1920s and 30s

Siddall’s Store, Post Office, and House south of Yarrow Station on the BCE Railway
   Yale Road on the right and Wilson Road heading north on the left

Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Yarrow Pioneers: Ella and Bill Siddall

Ella and Bill Siddall
Ella Siddall with Vivian and 

Arthur, circa 1922Photographs Courtesy of Frank Parker



Majuba Hillcrest United Church Congregation, circa 1925

Rev. R.A. Redman and congregation: Charles & Julia Sabo, Fred & Maybelle Maitland, Chauncey & Frances Eckert,
Ralph Golder, Eva Siddall, Julia Wittenberg, Cora Haley and several unidentified people.

Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Majuba Hill Pioneers 

George and Henrietta Knox
Edith Caroline and Ethel Irene

Photograph Courtesy Ethel and Edith Knox

Maitland Family: Fred, Mabel, Margaret, Evelyn

Photograph Courtesy of Bill Bigmore



Yarrow Pioneers: The Ord Family

Helen and Harry Ord Ord Family's Majuba Hill Home

Photographs Courtesy of the Ord Family Album



Yarrow’s Majuba Hill Settlers: The Wiensz Family

Peter and Maria Wiensz's Majuba Hill Farm 1945
Vedder Mountain and Old Yale Road in the background

Yarrow Station to the left and east
Belrose Station to the right and west

Extended Wiensz Family:  Spring, 1946

Photographs Courtesy of Irwin Wiensz



Yarrow Station at Wilson Road and Majuba Hill

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, 

BC: Klassen, 1976.



The American Henry Norton Ord was a joint partner of Canadian Hop Yards, and 
owner of Ord hop fields on Sumas Prairie (Fuggle Hop Garden) and in Kamloops

Sumas Prairie Hop Fields

Helen and Henry Ord with twins Edmund and John Canadian Hop Yards, Sumas Prairie



Picking Hops by Hand



Yarrow’s Pioneers 1919 & 1924



Eckert waited twenty years to get a 

return on the land purchased in 1908 

from Joseph and Margaret Knox. 

Eckert advertised his land for sale in 

in the Winnipeg Free Press Farmer, 

reprinted as a letter in 

the Mennonitische Rundschau. 

Mennonite families, anxious to 

escape the harsh climate of the 

Canadian Prairies, were eager buyers. 

They saw these Fraser Valley, virgin 

farmlands as a golden opportunity for 

a fresh start. 

Mennonites thronged west, drawn by 

Eckert's generous financial terms. 

1927:  Eckert advertises 
“farmland for sale” in the 
Winnipeg Free Press Farmer.

http://www.yarrowbc.ca/pioneers/village.html#rundschau


Between the summers of 
1928 and 1929, passengers 
travelling regularly between 
Chilliwack and Vancouver on 
the B.C. Electric interurban 
trains witnessed a village 
emerge on the plain below 
Vedder Mountain. 

To occasional travellers, 
however, Yarrow 
materialized as an instant 
village. 

That Yarrow was an instant, 
Mennonite village is evident 
from the Mennonite names 
that appear on the list of 
residents in Wrigley's 
Yarrow Directory for 1929.

1928-29 Mennonite Settlers Flock to Yarrow to take up farm land.



Mennonite Arrival by
William & Ella Siddall

Yarrow's original pioneer 
residents could have 
viewed this influx of 
Mennonite immigrants 
with concern, and even 
some alarm and 
trepidation. 

Thankfully, in answer to 
prayers, the new 
pioneers made friends, 
got work, built homes, 
raised children, and 
founded churches, and 
establishing their 
Mennonite society and 
town. 



Yarrow Elementary School 1928

On opening day, September 13, 1928 the school had twenty-nine children. 

Miss Currie transferred from Majuba Hill School. 

  In 1929, Mr Carl Wilson became the Principal of the Yarrow Elementary School. 

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



In 1930 with Yarrow's spiralling growth, the School 
Board built another one-room building. The two 
buildings fronted on Yarrow Central Road. 

Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner

Yarrow Elementary School 1932



Yarrow Elementary School 1932

Looking Northwest toward Sumas Mountain
Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner



Yarrow School Children 1934-35



Yarrow Elementary School 1937 
with Principal Carl Wilson



Gathering of Yarrow Mennonite Pioneers 1928

Park Where Eckert Road Crosses Stewart Creek Near Vedder Mountain



First Mennonite Church Meeting 1928

Good Friday 1928

 Home of Johann 
Jantzen Family

Northwest 
Corner of Central 

and Wilson 
Roads



Yarrow Pioneers
Peter P. Giesbrecht and Elizabeth Wittenberg Giesbrecht

Children: Margaret, Peter P., Elizabeth, Mary, David, Susie, Gertrude, Cornelius, Helena, John



Yarrow Pioneers: Margaretha & Heinrich Enns 1929 Heinrich Enns: woodworking shop.

Margaretha & Heinrich Enns came to Yarrow with their eight children February 20th, 1929. 

Mrs. Enns trained as a mid-wife in Russia. Until the 1940's Mrs. Enns delivered many of Yarrow's babies.

 She was well known to Chilliwack doctors and they often asked her to continue the care of a patient.



Four Derksen Brothers Arrive in Yarrow 1929

Top right: Johann Derksen's General Store & 

gas pump were the first in Yarrow.

Bottom right: Gerhard Derksen’s home on 

Central Road with a garage for son Jake's truck 

and their Texaco gas station.



Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry

Henry and Anna Buhler’s Farm: Site of Totem Tobacco Company
Corner of #3 Road and Interprovincial Highway

Photograph Courtesy of Bob Buhler.



Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry



Yarrow’s Pioneering Businesses 

Right: 1932: After BC Electric installed power to 
Yarrow. Henry Sukkau wired houses for electricity. 

Below: George Reimer's Machine Shed on Stewart 
Road. Note the steel wheels on the tractor.

Bottom Right: Yarrow Bicycle Shop on Central Road.
The building housed many different business over 

the years: Shoe Maker, Pizza Takeout, etc.



Yarrow’s Pioneering Businesses 

Jacob A. Froese built Yarrow's first Meat MarketYarrow Electric with Dave Epp

Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



Yarrow’s Early Settlers’ Homes 

1928: Peter & Liese Berg home on Central 
Road, was the first house built in Yarrow

1928: Eckert Road home of Jacob G. 
Epp family. 
The wood, ordered from a catalogue, 
was shipped by boxcar to Yarrow by the 
BCE Railway.



Yarrow’s Early Settlers’ Homes 

Yarrow Central Road Looking East in 1929
1007 Central Road Background Left: 

Gerhard Derksen's
1012 Central Road Foreground Right:
Peter Tiessen's, Corney Langemann’s, 

Wilhelm Martens', & Katie Wiens'
Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen

1940's: Central Road looking west.
Right: Jake Derksen's Texaco Station, 

Gerhard Derksen’s home behind it;
Heinrich Harms home & barn, 

MB Church & Elim Bible School.
Left: Derksen's Lumber Yard



Vedder  River Flats Mennonite Settlers
1928 Nickel Family at 1930 Duncan Road

The Vedder River Flats lay outside the Yarrow dykes. 
making it subject to flooding during the spring freshets.  

The flood damage made farming impossible. 
 

Summer 1931 the Nickel family moved to 
the rented Chadsey farm on Majuba Hill. 

Courtesy of Bill Nickel.



Vedder  River Flats Mennonite Settlers
1936 The Derksen Family at the Vedder River west of Ford Road

Now the Vedder River Campground

Julius and Katharina Derksen family — 1936
Julius Jr., Katharina, Julius, Katie, 

George Siemens, Sara, Jake

Katie Derksen and her chickens — 1937
Chicken Barn next to the Vedder River



1936 Sumas Prairie Flood

Even after the Vedder Canal Dykes were built in 1924 and Sumas 
Lake was drained, Sumas Prairie was subject to flooding

George Ferguson Farm — Vedder 
Mountain in background

—  Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown  —



The 1948 Fraser and 
Vedder River Floods



The 1948 Fraser and Vedder River Floods

The severe flood in May and June of 1948 was the 
outcome of a number of circumstances. 

Cool weather during the spring delayed the thawing 
of the snow in the mountains until late May. 

Over the Victoria Day weekend, temperatures 
spiked, rapidly melting the mountains' snow pack, 
substantially raising the water levels of the Fraser 

and Vedder Rivers. 

At the same time, the moon's position in relation to 
the earth and the sun caused unusually high tides,  

slowing the flow of the Fraser River, and backing up 
the Vedder River. 

Between May 28 and June 3, dykes were breached, 
flooding large tracts of land in the region of the 

confluence of the Fraser and Vedder Rivers

1948 Flood: Browne Road & Vedder River:

Raymond Wiens & Elmer Wiens with 
Katie and Luetta Wiens in the Ford car



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Bible Schools

Elim Bible School — Completed In 1945

Photograph: Agatha Klaassen (Yarrow 90)
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in 
Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.

Old Bible School Buildings

Used for Sunday School and Wednesday evening programs
In the early 1950's it housed the SMC classes



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Bible Schools

Yarrow's Elim Bible School Founders Yarrow Bible School 1930-31

First Yarrow MB Church in the BackgroundGerhard J. Derksen Peter D. Loewen

Instructors Far Left: John A. Harder         Far Right: Peter D. Loewen



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Elim Bible School  1952-53

Elim Bible School Students - 1952-53

Henry Klein, H. Warkentin, Abe Neufeld, P.C. Tilitzky



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Saturday Morning German School

Yarrow’s Elders wanted the Mennonite children to retain their 
facility with the German Language.

In 1931Saturday German School was offered to all children ages 6 to 14 at the Yarrow Elementary School. 
Rev. Petrus Martens was the first principal. Classes started at 9:30 am and finished at 3:30 pm. 

After the MB Church was built, classes were held in the the Church and later, in the Bible School buildings.



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute (SMCI)

1946-47 Top: Classes Held at the Bible School 
Left: Ratzlaff Barn Gymnasium

Right: New School Under Construction

Peter Andres’ Famous Basketball Team

Photographs Courtesy of Agatha Klassen



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute (SMCI)

High School Curriculum
 Grades 7 to 13

1947 New SMCI School Ready for Classes
Yarrow Wilson North



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute (SMCI)



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate (SMC)



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate (SMC)

Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Grad Class of 1963Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Grad Class of 1960

Vic Dahl, Alvin Neufeldt, Jake Dyck, Irwin Wiens, George Sukkau
Delores Derksen, Anne Rempel, Lena Froese, Helen Konrad

L-R:  Edith Dahl, Louise Reimer, Gaye Thiessen, Evelyn Froese, 
John Penner, Betty Dyck, Ed Dahl, Pat Andres, Melvin Martens, 
Marge Regehr, Rose Loewen, Eleanore Friesen, Ruby Goertz



Yarrow Elementary School 1950
View from Central Road Toward Vedder Mountain

Yarrow’s Public School



Yarrow Elementary School

Principal Carl Wilson 1929 to 1950



Yarrow Elementary School Students

1937 Grades 4 & 5 Marion Lewis Teacher
Courtesy of Bill Nickel

Back: Minnie Plett, Ethel Knox, 
Leona Sawatsky, Agnes Braun

Front: Elsie Kliewer, Beverly (cousin 
Knox sisters) , Edith Knox



Yarrow Elementary School

Principal Carl Wilson and Teachers May Queen Frieda Epp and her Princesses



New Sharon Mennonite Collegiate School Property For Sale



Yarrow Elementary School



A New School Principal; A New School Era



Yarrow Elementary School Students



August 15, 1950 

The Federal RCMP 
Take Over From 

The BC Provincial 
Police Force

To Provide
Chilliwack City and 
Chilliwhack District

Local Policing



Major Yarrow 
Robberies

1951 Attempted 
Bank Robbery

1959 Funk’s 
General Store

Target: Money 
Stored in Safes



1949 Funk’s Ltd. Grand Opening Downtown Yarrow 



Yarrow Lumber 1952

Yarrow Lumber 
Founded in 1937 

by Brothers 
Jacob & Herb Martens

JP Martens’ 
Yarrow Lumber

was Bought 
in 1952 by 

John Giesbrecht, 
Len Froese, Ben Braun

Pioneer Building 
Supplies

Photograph Courtesy 
of Mel Martens



1954 Aberna’s Stylerite 
Adds Grocery Store 

Aberna’s Stylerite Grand Opening 1952



Yarrow Celebrates 25th Anniversary 1953
Chilliwack Progress May 27 1953 P11

Jacob Krause reflects on the 
Yarrow CO-OP Union started by

himself, Peter Giesbrecht, 
John Braun, William Schellenberg,  

and Nick Harder 



Yarrow Celebrates 25th Anniversary 1953
Chilliwack Progress May 27 1953 P11

















Yarrow School Teachers 1956-57

Art Kurz, Student Teacher, Erma Wiebe, Walter Ferguson

Lila Blackwell, Dorothy Funk, Frieda Fast

Harold Kost, Bev Hailstone, Gary Ferguson, Mary Unger



Yarrow School Teachers 1959-60 Yarrow School Teachers 1961-62

Hulda Reimer, Erma Wiebe, Jo Unsworth, Mary Unger, Doris Reist

Mr Newby, Walter Ferguson, Ken White, Art Kurz

Reid Weight, Arthur Kurz, Walter Ferguson, 

Victor Froese, Doug Newby

Marg White, Mary Unger, Norma McGregor



Gordon Paetkau, Edward Doerfling, Stan Harder, Dave Nightingale, Robert Smaill

Abe Klassen, Arthur Friesen, Walter Klassen, Neil Friesen, Albert Friesen

Verna Funk, Virginia Soper, Evelyn Paetkau, Doreen Funk, Mr. Ferguson

Shirley Jantzen, Anita Penner, Mary Jozsa, Katie Dettling, Kathy Fajscik

Will Funk, Robert Reimer, "Fergie,"  Rudy Baerg, Elmer Wiens

Robert Unruh, Walter Teichgrab, Gordon Paetkau, Cary Esau, 

Walter Wolfe, Earl Miller

Otto Baerg, Robert Giesbrecht, Margaret Kroeker, Mary Jozsa, 

Walter Klassen

Verna Funk, Eleanore Friesen, Rita Paetkau, Mary Arendt, Rita 

Sawatsky, Evangeline Sawatsky

Yarrow Junior High School Grade Nine Grads 

1961

1960



Yarrow’s Thriving Businesses 1947

CO-OP: Sales 1million; 
4,000 Members



Yarrow’s Thriving 
Businesses 1947

January 25, 1947 P. 10



Yarrow’s Thriving Businesses 1946-48

Block and Dyck Started Central Merchants in 1946
Dyck and Dave Derksen New Owners in 1947



Yarrow Growers CO-OP UNION

Klassen, Agatha E. 
Yarrow: A Portrait 

in Mosaic.
Clearbrook, BC: 
Klassen, 1976.



Yarrow’s Raspberry Industry



The Chilliwack Progress July 17, 1949



In 1943, the Yarrow Growers Association, formed in 

1936 to market member farmers' produce, 

amalgamated with the Yarrow Growers Co-operative 

Association, formed in 1937 to sell consumer goods to 

members. 

The Yarrow Co-op operated successfully during the 

years of WWII, selling most of its processed berries to 

the Canadian Government for shipment to Great 

Britain.  

Along with its large processing plant at the end of 

Eckert Road, the Co-op ran a two-story department 

store at the corner of Eckert and Central Roads, with 

shoe, clothing, "yard cloth," hardware, and grocery 

departments. This modern building also contained a 

coffee shop and the Co-op's offices. 

William Schellenberg was the President; Jacob Krause 

was the General Manager; and Peter Friesen was the 

Bookkeeper (Klassen 75-78).

When the Canadian Government stopped buying 

berries to ship to Great Britain, the Co-op could not 

market its members' berries, leading to the liquidation 

of the Yarrow Growers' Co-operative Association in 

1949.

Yarrow Growers Co-operative Association Liquidation 1949



Yarrow Growers' Co-operative Until 1950

Small fruit production and packaging play an enormous role in 

the early economic development and history of Yarrow. 

"In 1947, Yarrow alone produced close to 6,000 tons of berries. 

Five tons per acre was the average yield in raspberries and 

eight tons was not unusual." 

The decline in the market however culminated in the crash of 

1948.

Prior to the slump "the co-op built a $52,000 processing plant 

and cannery with $30,000 worth of equipment." 

At liquidation, members were given "29 cents per dollar on 

their shares. The retail store was sold and the co-op which 

had paid up all its assets was dissolved."

Following the collapse of the co-op, "the warehouse was 

rented to Cheam Packing Company then sold to Pacific Coast 

Packers for a sum just under $50,000. All the equipment and 

machinery was sold with the warehouse.’’

Kelly Harms, Community Archivist, Chilliwack Museum and Archives



Raspberry Industry Recovers – Large USA demand

Chilliwack Progress Jul 29 1953Sun Ripe Fruit Packers 1951

Photograph Courtesy of Mel Martens



The Raspberry Patch by Esther Harder



Cascade Foods Ltd.
Yarrow Branch, Eckert Road

'Quick Freeze' Freezer

Filling Cans



Disastrous Fire Hits Yarrow Cascades Plant

Chilliwack Progress Wed, Feb. 25 1959Photography Courtesy of Victor Froese



Pacific Coast Packers 
Eckert Road

March 31 1965

Photograph Courtesy of Victor Froese



Yarrow Mennonite Brethren Church



MB Church Sunday Schools

Primary Sunday School Boys' Class 1951-54.

Teachers: D. Klassen and H. Enns

Primary Sunday School Girls' Class

Teachers: Annie Derksen and Helen Harder

Victor Kopp, Abie Klassen, David Nickel, Ernest Neufeld, Mr Henry Enns

Mr David Klassen, David Dyck, Edwin Epp, Allan Martens, Rudy Baerg, Danny Loewen

Walter Teichgrab, Gordon Paetkau, Elmer Wiens, Robert Giesbrecht

David Klassen, Willy Langemann, Don Fehr, Victor Janzen, Edwin Lenzmann

Ruby Klaassen, Tina Unruh, Hildegard Rempel, Martha Fast, Mary Emma Lenzmann, 

Hilda Reimer, Bertha Harder, Erica Kaethler, Minnie Plett, Kathy Enns, Erna Janzen

Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: 
Klassen, 1976.



United Mennonite Church Eckert Road



Yarrow Alliance Church Yarrow Reformed Church



World War II: Yarrow's Soldiers

Douglas Rexford Abe Wittenberg Henry Ratzlaff

Rudy Goetz Henry Wiens Julius Derksen



Dyck, Harold J. and Marlene A. Sawatsky. 

“Yarrow’s Soldiers.” Yarrow, British Columbia: 
Mennonite Promise: Village of Unsettled 

Yearnings. Ed. Leonard Neufeldt. Victoria, BC: 

Touchwood, 2002. 95-105

World War II: Yarrow's Soldiers



Vedder River Steelhead Derby
Yarrow’s King Fisher Derby 

Winners

Carl Wilson Feb 1941

Elmer Wiens Jan 1973



Yarrow’s Famous Softball Teams

Knox Ball Diamond Wilson Road South

Provincial Intermediate Softball Champions - 1948Vedder Mountain in Background



Yarrow’s 
Famous Softball 

Teams

1948
Yarrow Growers

Intermediate Left

1949
Yarrow Athletics

Senior B Right



Provincial Intermediate Softball Champions - 1951

Yarrow’s Famous Softball Teams

Eddy Froese, John Dahl, Pete "6" Ratzlaff, Jake Wiebe, 
Hank Ratzlaff, Pete "7" Ratzlaff, Ernie Bergmann, Spike Klassen,

 Rusty Bergmann, Hank "Crow" Martens, Irwin "Sally" Harder, 
Elmer "Slim" Neufeldt, Fred Adrian, Allan Wilkie

Photograph: Hank "The Barber" Giesbrecht



1954 British Empire and Commonwealth Games
The Vedder Canal Hosts the Rowing Events

Canadians Bobby Williams in single sculls, 
& Donald Guest & Lawrence Stephan in 

double sculls win bronze medals.

The Vancouver Province, Thursday, August 5, 1954
UBC ROWERS SINK MIGHTY ENGLAND

Ken Drummond, Doug McDonald, Captain 
Tom Toynbee, Mike Harris, Laurie West 

(partly hidden), Glen Smith, Herman 
Zloklovits, Phil Kueber, Bob Wilson

Coach Frank Read, Centre, Coxswain Ray 
Sierpina squatting in front



Yarrow's Famous Baseball Team: Ocean Sprays

Batting Practice before the Game
Photograph Courtesy of Mary Froese

Ocean Spray Team, 1955 - At the 
Ocean Spray Plant, Eckert Road

Home Games: Yarrow Junior High Ball Diamond

Jack Derksen, Bob Epp, Ed Barkowski, Barney Thiessen, 
Dave Giesbrecht, Henry "Tiny" Harder, Vic Kornelson, 

Elmer Klassen, Jake Wiebe
Ernie Harder, Waldo Neufeld, Ernie Ratzlaff, Len Froese,

 Ed Froese, Art Funk, Rudy Riemer
Ed Derksen, Harold "Cactus" Froese

Photograph Courtesy of Mary Froese



Yarrow's Famous Baseball Team: 
Ocean Sprays 1959

Back Row: Bill Gilchrist, Jake Wiebe, Don Smith, Dennis Klaassen, Barney Thiessen, Jack Derksen, Dennis Richardson
Front Row: Ed Froese, Wayne Wilkie, Ci Coleman, Pete Ratzlaff, Ernie Harder, Ernie Ratzlaff, Harold Froese

Photograph On Right Courtesy of Ernie Harder



John Guenther

Johann Derksen

Henry 
Giesbrecht

Johnny 
Giesbrecht

John 
Martens

C C Funk

Nickolai ReimerHenry Goossen

Chauncey EckertJoseph Knox Bill Siddall

Jacob G. 
Derksen

Some of Yarrow’s Entrepreneurs 

Jake Martens
“Lumber Jack”



Yarrow Volunteer Fire 
Department 1959

Yarrow's Athletic 
Association Banquet 1948/49

Photograph Courtesy of Arthur SiddalPhotograph Courtesy of Dennis Martens.



Yarrow Post Office

Library Van at Siddall's General Store
Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker

Siddalls General Store, Post Office, Library Depot 1948 New Yarrow Post Office

Bill Siddall at the new Yarrow Post Office
Transporting the Mail 

Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker



Yarrow Scenes: Old is New Again
Wittenberg’s Jewellery  Columbia Press (Neufeld's Print Shop)

Hank Giesbrecht’s Barber Shop Cafe (Betty Menges' Cafe)



Yarrow Scenes: Old is New Again

Funk’s Supermarket & Betty Menges’ Cafe Central Merchants & D&D Hardware

Yarrow Lumber & Pioneer Building Supplies
Freight Train at Wilson Road



Julia Wiittenberg Retires as Yarrow’s Librarian: 1947 - 1974



Yarrow (1959): People, Economics, and Future by Ernie Harder
One of Five Articles by Ernie Harder Published in the Chilliwack Progress



Yarrow Cemetery
PRESERVING HISTORY: A GRAVE CONCERN

by Penny Lett
Volunteer labor transforms overgrown 
Yarrow cemetery into a place of pride

Chilliwack Progress July 13 1999

Susie Derksen, Mary Froese, and Erma Wiebe
Organizing Committee



www.YARROWBC.ca

Edited by

Esther Epp Harder (late), 

Edwin Lenzmann, and Elmer Wiens
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