History of Yarrow

We acknowledge that Yarrow and surrounding area
are on the ancestral, traditional, and unceded territory
of the people of the Sumas (Sema:th, Sum-Aht)
and Chilliwack (Ch.ihl-kway-uhk, Chilukweyuk)
fribes of the Sto:lo and Tzeachten Salish First Nations.




Historically, people of the Sumas (Sema:th, Sum-Aht)
and Chilliwack (Ch.ihl-kway-uhk, Chilukweyuk) tribes
of the Sto:lé6 and Tzeachten Salish First Nations
resided in the region around Sumas Lake.
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Indigenous Territory 1858 : Oliver N. Wells: The Chilliwacks and Their Neighbours
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In 1905, Joseph Knox (c. 1857 - 1931) and Margaret Knox (1845 - 1910) bought
the Vedder Ranch located east of Sumas Lake and south of the Vedder River.

Circa 1908, Knox sold to Ernest
Crain and Chauncey Eckert

a large portion of his farm

west of Yale Road (Wilson Road),
which went due north to the
Vedder River from the eastern
end of Majuba Hill.

Joseph and Margaret Knox
Photograph Courtesy of Ethel and Edith Knox



Majuba Hill School 1905
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Miss Pearl Crankshaw-Dusthoeft and Students
From Majuba Hill and Vedder River Flats



Vedder Moun tain School 1915

Students From Vedder River Flats and East Along the Vedder River
Photograph Courtesy of Donald Hudson



Looking North toward Sumas Mountain from Majuba Hill



Vancouver - Chilliwack Train Premier McBride Celebrates

Driving the Last Spike

Tracks Completed 1910

— — — The Vancouver Daily Province, Monday, October 3,1910 — — —
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After the "last spike” ceremony, the official
party opening the line sat down to a
sumptuous banquet.

LAST SPIKE DRIVEN ON CHILLIWACK TRAMLINE

Premier McBriDe OFFICIATES AT
HisTory-MmAKING CEREMONY AT CHILLIWACK

New Westlhinster, 10:00 AM, October 3, 1910 Dﬁi[:al Party Made First Run Dver LinE’
Official Guests Board the . . .
First Interurban Train Bound for Chilliwack LEﬂ\flﬂg Granville Street Stﬂtl':'“s

(Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway Company. P 86.). Vancouver, Eﬂl’|1||' This Mo rning



Chilliwack End of the Line: BC Electric Railway Line

Chilliwack, B.C. — Chilliwack Depot
(Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway Company. P 126.)



Sumas Lake Towards Vedder Mountain 1915




Sumas Lake Along Vedder Mountain 1915
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Sumas Lake Looking East Along Vedder Mountain — 1915
B.C.E. Tracks Lower Left, Yale Road Center Right



Sumas Lake: Chilliwack BCE Line Dyke1923

Ewert, Henry. The Story of the B.C. Electric Railway
Company. North Vancouver, BC: Whitecap Books, 1986. 159.



Vedder Canal Consftruction 1920-24

Building the
dam &

. Pump Town
| 1920

0ld Sumas Station”
was used from
1923 - 1983
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Suction dredge Colonel Tobin and Work camp at Pumptown



Sumas Dyking District — January 1926
T — ypEry

Murton, James. Creating a Modern Countryside: Liberalism and Land
Resettlement in British Columbia. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press, 2007. 117.



Sumas Prairie: Bellerose Station looking North-East 1926

Sumas Mountain and Chilliwack Mountain in Background



Vedder River Flats 1920s
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Mr &Mrs Abe Simmons, Mrs Hudson, Rosa Martin, Jack Martin & Mrs Martin
Photograph Courtesy of Chester Brown



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Esther and Edward Hudson Ed Hudson Jr. and Esther Mathews



Vedder River Flats 1920s: Hudson Family

Original Hudson House Prior to 1920 Edward Hudson's Farm House Duncan Road at the "S" Corner

Hudson Family Photographs Courtesy of Donald Hudson




Vedder River Flats 1920s: Brown Family

Robert Brown Original Brown Family home and back yard on Browne Road



Vedder River Flats 1930s: Brown Family

Elizabeth Brown, Margaret Maitland, Annetta Brown1936 Robert, Elizabeth, Chester, Annetta 1934

Brown Family Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown



Yarrow Founder: Chauncey Eckert

— 1905: Joseph and Margaret Knox buy the Vedder
Ranch.

— 1908: Chauncey Eckert buys land west of Yale Road
(Wilson Road), which went north to the Vedder River
from the eastern end of Majuba Hill.

— 1927: Eckert advertises “farmland for sale” in the
Winnipeg Free Press Farmer.

— 1928: Mennonite families from the Canadian Prairies
are eager buyers.

— 1930’°s: More Mennonites from Russia, and Mexico
arrive. They develop a village like their Mennonite
villages on the Ukrainian steppes of Russia.




William Siddall and Chauncey Eckert

Siddall Residence Garden 1920s
Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker — Son of Vivian (Siddall) Parker



Majuba Hill: Siddall Center 1920s and 30s

Siddall’s Store, Post Office, and House south of Yarrow Station on the BCE Railway

Yale Road on the right and Wilson Road heading north on the left
Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Yarrow Pioneers: Ella and Bill Siddall

Ella and Bill Siddall

Photographs Courtesy of Frank Parker Arthur, circa 1922

Ella Siddall with Vivian and



Majuba Hillcrest United Church Congregation, circa 1925
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Rev. R.A. Redman and congregation: Charles & Julia Sabo, Fred & Maybelle Maitland, Chauncey & Frances Eckerf,
Ralph Golder, Eva Siddall, Julia Wittenberg, Cora Haley and several unidentified people.
Photograph Courtesy of Frank Parker



Majuba Hill Pioneers

George and Henrietta Knox . .
Edith Caroline and Ethel Irene Maitland Famlly: Fred, Mabel, Margaret, Evelyn

Photograph Courtesy Ethel and Edith Knox Photograph Courtesy of Bill Bigmore



Yarrow Pioneers: The Ord Family
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Helen and Harry Ord Ord Family's Majuba Hill Home

Photographs Courtesy of the Ord Family Album



Yarrow’s Majuba Hill Settlers: The Wiensz Family

Peter and Maria Wiensz's Majuba Hill Farm 1945 Extended Wiensz Family: Spring, 1946
Vedder Mountain and Old Yale Road in the background
Yarrow Station to the left and east

Belrose Station to the right and west Photographs Courtesy of Irwin Wiensz



Yarrow Station at Wilson Road and Majuba Hill

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook,
BC: Klassen, 1976.



Sumas Prairie Hop Fields

) Jcm\ ahd ’rhenr
anadigntop Fields - .~

;«Ffbfanét Helen Ord, ahd fwms Emw

{nomeon Majubathlb . Cwners

Helen and Henry Ord with twins Edmund and John Canadian Hop Yards, Sumas Prairie

The American Henry Norton Ord was a joint partner of Canadian Hop Yards, and
owner of Ord hop fields on Sumas Prairie (Fuggle Hop Garden) and in Kamloops



Picking Hops by Hand

From youngest o eldest... everyone picked hops...
They didr't have to know Englisn to get a pb picking hops...

Weigh -Up...

weighing the hops of

Rev. Jacob Epp (right)
sreRey. J.B. Harder,
Weigher, holding scale
and Rev. Petrus Marfens,
checker who punched the
weight of the fops onthe
ticket....

)
>3

Mr. Harry
Ord...
himselfout
picking
hops....

Lo

THE
INSPECTOR

TOO MANY HOPS LEFT BEHIND.

Ticketspunched .
Wwe're going home.__




Yarrow’s Pioneers 19719 & 1924

Chester and Annetta Brown

Broe J L

Chadsey Lockhart

Genson Geo

Hudson Edward

Knox Joseph

Maitland Fred H

Sanford Jos

Yarrow's Pioneers: 1919

Brown Elizabeth

mixed farming Robert

mixed farming Duncan W

mixed farming Hounsome James

mixed farming Hudson E
gen store,

mixed farming Latty DF
mixed farming Martin John J.

bee keeping Simmons Abe

mixed farming Smith Herbert

mixed farming Town Lonzo

mixed farming

mixed farming

dairying

mixed farming,
post master

poultry breeding
mixed farming

mixed farming
dairying

mixed farming,
bee keeping

mixed farming

Smith A A

Town I L

Wright Geo
Allan R logger
Bellrose Vincent farming
Chapman Wm farming
Hounsome Jas  post master
Langren J farmer
Manuel Philip C  farmer
Moir .J farming
Siddall Will gen store
Stevens J farm hand
Town R J mixed farming

Beldam C H

Brown Elizabeth

Yarrow's Pioneers: 1919-1924.

Yarrow's Pioneers: 1924

farming

mixed farming

Robert

Crickard W retired
Hudson E farming

Latty David F.  farmer

Martin John J. mixed farming
Porter Mrs P farming
Simmons A dairying
Stromberg J dairying
Wickander N farming

Bellrose Edgar G
Chadsey Lockhart

farming

mixed farming

Bellrose Geo H

Carlaw Fred

farming

mixed farming

Cruetzer E mechanic Duncan WF R farming
Jensen Geo M farming Knox J farming

Lien Henry M farmer Maitland FH  mixed farming
Martin Tom mixed farming Merton H farming
Ruddock Robt farmer Sangford J contractor
Smith Mary C farming Smith RobtJ  farmer

Town Alonzo mixed farming Town P L mixed farming

Wright Geo

farming



1927: Eckert advertises
“farmliand for sale” in the
Winnipeg Free Press Farmer.

Winnipeg ad initiates
Mennonite settiement

by Lois Dickinson,
Chilliwack Museum and
Historical Socisty

"WANTED: Settlers dor prinse |

Earms o in Uhe Frosor Valley of
Britesh Colurmbis, ™ xad the ad in
the Wimipey Free Press tha
samimer of 1937

The advertisement was placed
by Chilliwack businessman
Cheuncey Eckert. It promoted
the lands recertly recinimed
frean Sumas Lake und it initinted
Dmcllm Mennonite settiernent in

Chauncey Eckert koew the
potontial of fanm land when he
saw it Fie was borm o lowa and
hod woeked @ Seuth Dakots, He
was 33 years oid whon he came to
Crilliwack in 1906 te begin the
operation of & large daley tarm
oo Chilliwack Central ol

He believed strongly in grosp
effort anl waes 00e of U fousders
of the Fraser Valley Milk #ro
dacers’ Associatlon n 1917, Me
alne operated the CnBiwack Pro-
dacers' Exchunge, which was e
foreranner of Coperatives as we
know them today

I 1915, Chaancey Eckert built
s cily o, 8 mansion oo Yale
Tlond), yost & Bock snd a bl vast
of lewn. Made of Sose, sod sun
ed Stoneduest, It luss had, ke its
first owner, o enduriog place =
e Distory of Chillimack

Cauncey daul good neigdors
His psrents, Mr. and Mes. Heney
Eckert, who had travelled west
with hine, etocted & fime white
house right nest door and
Crsuncey and his (ather worked
teether in She formation of
Chelliwack's first beogital in 1911

The neighbsriiness continuesd
when the wiite house, since mav-

|

L A a

CHAUNCEY ECKERT

o arcund U cetnor Lo Willisens
Street. became the preperty of
Crsauncey’s partngr [CA. Crain

On Sundays, the Eckerts,
Chauncey and Fraoces with san
Keith and their young daughler,
drove n e fine towring car to
ihe tarreted Chilliwack
Metho®st Church a1 Yale and
Spading where (nauncey ssng o
the choir with the Marshalls st
the Manaek

On Mendays, Commeillor Fafert

FSIE191T) droww 10 council
meetings a1 the pew ity haldl,

On olber daws, plain Mr
Eckert gave many yeung
CxTliwack peogle their first car
rhches, aned eir transpesrtation o
Pienies af Celtus Take.

Chauncey Eckert always
believed in the potential of
iltivack amd was greatly in-
forested (0 the Swmas Lske
reclamatica scdwune  developed
br ED Barrow and engiseer
¥Fred Sineluir

He watched o Easl Bretts
tactors removed the willows
from e new lasd, and. being
sxce optinestic Lhas olders, ace
quleed over {000 acres along the

old lake margin. Together wilh
propesty he hod previously pur-
chased ot the base of Vedder
Mourtain, he weubi baild 5 pew
corenunity, and he placed s ad
in the Winnipey Free Press.

S0 it wes that oo & Febouary
night & 1998, Owauncey Eekert,
in M3 toareg car, weloomed
sone of the first B Menmnite
funilies o srrive i Chilliwack,
They seltled in Yarrow, suned
for e Mlawer which grew 5o pers
sistertly asleag the B.C. Electric
tracks, soed persistond woukd be
the Mennonite efforts to develop
their Land

They wore U new pioscers in
the ares where Volkest Vedder,
Willsumn Chadsey and the Marcy
Tammily had Tived in eatlier days

Other Exgtociuns George
Basek, Jacod Kraawe, asad

Agdaths Kiassen fold the
. as o story, and 2l
ravation Chasacer Eokert's kind.
DOSR Lo the neweamens. He len.
od what German be cowdd. He
loancd money for theer farst land
payrentx, and b gave long torms
crodit. He famished Sadkdeg
materiale, sSatitad wath the by
ing of farm machinery, and
allowed groceres ts be charged
10 Hig feene

e had great faith in the Men-
norsdes and the Mennsaites had
great Inith In Ged. Their foith
was net misplaced and Yorrow
prospered.

Caunoey Eciort Ged In Van-
coover In 1%, Teday, his seae
bouse (La Mansione restsuram )
s 0 Cass ‘A" heriuge duikling

.. bat there &5 als the heritage
of Yarrow and Uhsse Mennoaites
whe Bave gose Lo oliser places in
the province

Eckert waited twenty years to get a
return on the land purchased in 1908
from Joseph and Margaret Knox.

Eckert advertised his land for sale in
in the Winnipeg Free Press Farmer,
reprinted as a letter in

the Mennonitische Rundschau.

Mennonite families, anxious to
escape the harsh climate of the
Canadian Prairies, were eager buyers.

They saw these Fraser Valley, virgin
farmlands as a golden opportunity for
a fresh start.

Mennonites thronged west, drawn by
Eckert's generous financial terms.


http://www.yarrowbc.ca/pioneers/village.html#rundschau

1928-29 Mennonite Settlers Flock to Yarrow to take up farm land.

Bargen John G
Bishop J.W.

Brown R.
Clark J.
Davies T.C.

Duncan Wm F.R.
Dyck Ormin
Erdman John H.
Friesen David

Funk Adolf

Giesbrecht Peter
Golder Harold P.
Hooge George
Hunter John P.
Johnston Frank
Knox G. Marshall
Landin Gus
Linda Carl L.
Martin John
Neufeld Henry
Nickel Abraham

Nickel Jacob A

Pauls Peter

Peters John F.
Reimer Gertrude
Rowles Thos J.

Schellenberg David

Smith Mary C.
Thiessen Elizabeth
Thiessen Tina
Town Robertt
Zandiro Gustaf

farming

labourer

mstr menr

labourer

farmhand
Can Hop Gardens

retired
labourer
tmstr
labourer

farming

farming
farming
labourer
labourer
labourer
farming
trkmn BCER
poultry
farming
barber
farming

farming

farming

farming
farming
logging
farming

widow farming
domestic
domestic
laborer
trackman BCER

— Yarrow's Pioneers (excluding Belrose): 1929 —

Bennett Robt W.

Bolley Henry J.

Cameron John
Dahl Jacob
Doerksen George

Dyck Abraham
Dyck Peter
Esau John
Friesen David R.

Giesbrecht Annie

Goertz Daniel H.
Graham Neil
Hooge George H.
Isaak Cornelius J.
Klassen Abraham
Knox Joseph
Langran C.A.
Loewen George J.
Matyshen Peter
Neufeld Mary
Nickel Abraham Jr.

Norman Jas

Peacock W.J.

Porter Mrs. Rosalind

Reimer Nikolai N
Sawatsky Agnes

Siddall Mrs Eva E.

Standing Frieda C
Thiessen Helen
Town lra L.

farming

labourer

Can Hop Gardens
Ibrmn

labourer

labourer

labourer
farming
farming
farming

domestic
G.H. Hooge

farming
farming
labourer
farming
labourer
dairying
labourer
farming
laboure
domestic
labourer

labourer

Ibrmn

farming
farming
farming

Postmistress

domestic
domestic
farming

Waslynchuck George farming

Berg George

Braun John

Post Office
Dahl John
Downham Saml A.

Dyck Henry

Epp George

Fast George J.
Friesen Jacob H.L.

Giesbrecht Elizabeth

Goertz Elizabeth
Haines Henry P.
Hudson Edward H.
Jantzen Aaron
Klassen Henry
Kornelsen Frank
Larsen Louis
Maitland Fredk H.
Messere Emilio
Neufeld Peter H.
Nickel Cornelius

Ord Henry N.

Peters David

Reimer Elizabeth
Reimer Sarah
Sawatsky Isaac

Siddall Wm H.

Stevens Samuel W.
Thiessen Henry
Town Ira L.

Weibe George W.

farming
farming
Siddall

postmistress
farming

farming

labourer
labourer
farming
farming

domestic
H.N. Ord

domestic

farming

labourer

farming

labourer

labourer

logger

farming
trackman BCER
school teacher
labourer
managing director
Can Hop Gardens
farming

farming
farming
farming

general store
service station

farmhand
chiropractor
farming
farming

Berg Isaac

Brown Elizabeth

Canadian Hop Gardens

Dahl Mary
Duncan Alex H.T.
Dyck Kate

Epp Jacob G

Fraser John A.
Friesen Nettie

Giesbrecht Margaret

Goertz Mary

Hill Emest J.
Hudson Esther M.
Jantzen John J.
Klassen Kornelius
Krause Jacob C.
Latty D.F.
Marshall William
Neufeld Helen
Nichel Richard
Nickel Henry H.

Pankratz Jacob H.

Peters Gertrude

Reimer Gerhard
Rempel David N.
Sawatsky Tina

Simmons Albert

Thiessen Daniel
Thiessen Susanne
Town Ira L. Jr.
Wiens Lena

labourer

farming

Ord mng dir
domestic
farming

domestic
farming
farmhd
domestic

domestic

domestic
labourer
farming
farming
farming
farming
farming
Ibrmn
domestic
farmhand
farming
farming
domestic
G.M. Doerksen
labourer
farming
farming

dairying

farming
farming
farming
farming

Between the summers of
1928 and 1929, passengers
travelling regularly befween
Chilliwack and Vancouver on
the B.C. Electric interurban
trains witnessed a village
emerge on the plain below
Vedder Mountain.

To occasional travellers,
however, Yarrow
materialized as an instant
village.

That Yarrow was an instant,
Mennonite village is evident
from the Mennonite names
that appear on the list of
residents in Wrigley's
Yarrow Directory for 1929.



Mennonile Arrival - 1928

Twelve stalwart men from that Prairie Towry
Allhealthy and hearty, and.of famed renowr
Al came torB.C. without ovdime;

To- ook for work and bask tnour clime:

They went to-work-for “Hopy” Henry Ords
Hoeing; and pegging and Tying the cords
They toiled fromvmorning; Tl late af night,
Thewanwuddy old Ford/they all packed tight.

Ay the trad clombed. the mountain into-the bugh:
Whenthey all got home; Tired and forlorn
They ate beet Borycht with beany;, bacovwand corv

They were up and about, aydwdaybofom

The sunvwaw hot, and the water way bads

They allhad tr- de- it; that way all/that they hade
They had no- chuurch whenthey begary
So-Jacob-Epp, that grand.old mary

They left her there till late that falls

Then buidt their barny, botivlarge and small
Now, that same Fall/the trek begary

Ay othery heard.of the promised Lands

They came by traivy They came by bus,
They came irvdrovey Without wuich fusy,

Mennonite Arrival by
William & Ella Siddall

Yarrow's original pioneer
residents could have
viewed this influx of
Mennonite immigrants
with concern, and even
some alarm and
trepidation.

Thankfully, in answer to
prayers, the new
pioneers made friends,
got work, built homes,
raised children, and
founded churches, and
establishing their
Mennonite society and
fown.



Yarrow Elementary Scho
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On opening day, September 13, 1928 the school had twenty-nine children.
Miss Currie transferred from Majuba Hill School.

In 1929, Mr Carl Wilson became the Principal of the Yarrow Elementary School.

Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen
Kiassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



Yarrow Elementary School 1932

In 1930 with Yarrow's spiralling growth, the School
Board built another one-room building. The two

buildings fronted on Yarrow Central Road.
Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner



Yarrow Elementary School 1932

Looking Northwest toward Sumas Mountain
Photograph Courtesy of Elizabeth Sukkau Penner



Yarrow School Children 1934-35

Miss Kerr's Girls P.E. Class



Yarrow Elementary School 1937

with Principal Carl Wilson

,;n.ltlil




Gathering of Yarrow Mennonite Pioneers 1928
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Park Where Eckert Road Crosses Stewart Creek Near Vedder Mountain




First Mennonite Church Meeting 1928
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Good Friday 1928

Home of Johann
Jantzen Family

Northwest
Corner of Central
and Wilson
Road's



Yarrow Pioneers
Peter P. Giesbrecht and Elizabeth Wittenberg Giesbrecht

Children: Margareft, Peter P, Elizabeth, Mary, David, Susie, Gertrude, Cornelius, Helena, John



Yarrow Pioneers: Margaretha & Heinrich Enns 1929 Heinrich Enns: woodworking shop.

Margaretha & Heinrich Enns came to Yarrow with their eight children February 20th, 1929.
Mrs. Enns trained as a mid-wife in Russia. Until the 1940's Mrs. Enns delivered many of Yarrow's babies.

She was well known to Chilliwack doctors and they often asked her to continue the care of a patient.



Four Derksen Brothers Arrive in Yarrow 1929
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1929 — Four brothers, Derksen. (left to right) Johann, Henry,
Gerhard, Peter.

Top right: Johann Derksen's General Store &
gas pump were the first in Yarrow.

Bottom right: Gerhard Derksen’s home on
Central Road with a garage for son Jake's truck

and their Texaco gas station.




Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry

- - -

Henry and Anna Buhler’s Farm: Site of Totem Tobacco Company
Corner of #3 Road and Interprovincial Highway
Photograph Courtesy of Bob Buhler.



Sumas Prairie Tobacco Industry

Above: 1937 - Tobacco leaves were picked by hand, placed on a
stone boat or rubber wheeled vehicle and hauled in to the tying station.
Left: 1937 - The tobacco leaves are ready for picking and processing
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1942- Some Yarrow girls on their way to the Tobacco farm. : I PR .
Far left Annie Siemens, far right Lena Kroeker. 1942 - The tobacco-tying crew




Yarrow’s Pioneering Businesses

Right: 1932: After BC Electric installed power to
Yarrow. Henry Sukkau wired houses for electricity.

Below: George Reimer's Machine Shed on Stewart
Road. Note the steel wheels on the tractor.

Bottom Right: Yarrow Bicycle Shop on Central Road.
The building housed many different business over
the years: Shoe Maker, Pizza Takeouft, efc.




Yarrow’s Pioneering Businesses

Yarrow Electric with Dave Epp

Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.
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Jacob A. Froese built Yarrow's first Meat Market




Yarrow’s Early Settlers’ Homes

1928: Eckert Road home of Jacob G.

1928: Peter & Liese Berg home on Central izp f: a""zly' dored f ‘ol
Road, was the first house built in Yarrow e wooa, oraered rrom a catalogue,

was shipped by boxcar to Yarrow by the
BCE Railway.



Yarrow’s Early Settlers’ Homes

Yarrow Central Road Looking Easft in 1929
1007 Central Road Background Left:
Gerhard Derksen's
1012 Central Road Foreground Right:
Peter Tiessen's, Corney Langemann’s,

Wilhelm Martens’, & Katie Wiens'
Photograph Courtesy of Agatha Klassen

1940's: Central Road looking west.
Right: Jake Derksen’'s Texaco Station,
Gerhard Derksen’s home behind it;
Heinrich Harms home & barn,

MB Church & Elim Bible School.
Left: Derksen's Lumber Yard



Vedder River Flats Mennonite Sefttlers

Among our first family snapshots after reaching Yarrow in December 1928, this
shot shows my oldest sister, Marie Nickel, the girl at far right of picture, with
friends at likely her first hop harvest in the Haas Hop field in Sardis in
September 1929, when she was 18, B Zade/
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The Vedder River Flats lay outside the Yarrow dykes.
making it subject to flooding during the spring freshets.
The flood damage made farming impossible.

Summer 1931 the Nickel family moved fto
the rented Chadsey farm on Majuba Hill.
Courtesy of Bill Nickel.

1928 Nickel Family at 1930 Duncan Road

S

Maria, Henry H., Henry F. Nickel at summer 1930 hay harvesting on rented Duncan farm
at Browne and Duncan Road outside the Yarrow dyke. My mother holding the horses, my
father pitching up the stacks, my brother at 17 building the load. Z Zate/




Vedder River Flats Mennonite Sefttlers

1936 The Derksen Family at the Vedder River west of Ford Road
Now the Vedder River Campground

Julius and Katharina Derksen family — 1936

Julius Jr., Katharina, Julius, Katie, Chicken Barn next to the Vedder River
George Siemens, Sara, Jake

Katie Derksen and her chickens — 1937



1936 Sumas Prairie Flood

|
|
|

Even after the Vedder Canal Dykes were built in 1924 and Sumas George Ferguson Farm — Vedder
Lake was drained, Sumas Prairie was subject to flooding Mountain in background

— Photographs Courtesy of Chester Brown —
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The 1948 Fraser and
Vedder River Floods
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The 1948 Fraser and Vedder River Floods

The severe flood in May and June of 1948 was the
outfcome of a number of circumstances.

Cool weather during the spring delayed the thawing
of the snow in the mountains until late May.

Over the Victoria Day weekend, temperatures
spiked, rapidly melting the mountains’ snow pack,
substantially raising the water levels of the Fraser

and Vedder Rivers.

At the same time, the moon's position in relation to
the earth and the sun caused unusually high tides,
slowing the flow of the Fraser River, and backing up
the Vedder River.

Between May 28 and June 3, dykes were breached,
flooding large tracts of land in the region of the
confluence of the Fraser and Vedder Rivers
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1948 Flood: Browne Road & Vedder River:

Raymond Wiens & Elmer Wiens with
Katie and Luetta Wiens in the Ford car



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Bible Schools

Old Bible School Buildings Elim Bible School — Completed In 1945
Used for Sunday School and Wednesday evening programs Photograph: Agatha Klaassen (Yarrow 90)
In the early 1950's it housed the SMC classes Kiassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in

Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC: Klassen, 1976.



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Bible Schools

Yarrow's Elim Bible School Founders Yarrow Bible School 1930-31

Gerhard J. Derksen Peter D. Loewen First Yarrow MB Church in the Background

Instructors Far Left: John A. Harder Far Right: Peter D. Loewen



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Elim Bible School 1952-53

ELIM CHOIR

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Henry Klein, H. Warkentin, Abe Neufeld, P.C. Tilitzky

Elim Bible School Students - 1952-53



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Saturday Morning German School

% d D Dadh ( Mus &m Simmel fer‘nel.v'h
= o Das Dady ift hody.

wo die Enalein find,
Der Daumen, die Dofe

jhaut dodh Mott jo gerne
her auf jeded Sind.

Soret feine Bitte,

h 5§ Haus Z treu bei Tag und Nadt,
. nimmt Dei jedem Sdyritte
Das Haus it new. 4 viterlidy in adt.
in Dad. 7®ibt mit Vaterhanden
Unfer Haus hat cin Dad Tt fein taghid; Brot,
Das Dah ift hod1 hilit an allen Enden

ihm aud Angit und Not.

Unfer BHaus it nicht neu. L Saq’s den Stindern allen

' o dafy ein Bater ijt,
i, s eh fowen X0 St
: : : ie nie vergifit.
e L ’7/; g Daus, Hans, Dora, David.

t . WW/-%M/‘%VWM —=—

Yarrow’s Elders wanted the Mennonite children to retain their
facility with the German Language.

In 1931Saturday German School was offered to all children ages 6 to 14 at the Yarrow Elementary School.
Rev. Petrus Martens was the first principal. Classes started at 9:30 am and finished at 3:30 pm.
After the MB Church was built, classes were held in the the Church and later, in the Bible School buildings.



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute (SMCI)
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1946-47 Top: Classes Held at the Bible School Peter Andres’ Famous Basketball Team
Left: Ratzlaff Barn Gymnasium

Right: New School Under Construction Photographs Courtesy of Agatha Kiassen



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute (SMCI)

Grade VII: As prescribed by the department.
Grade VIII: As prescribed by the department.

Grade IX: English III, Health III, Social Studies 111.
Science I1I, Mathematics III, Junior Chorus,
(German I, Latin L.

Grade X: Lnglish IV, Health 1V, Science IV, Mathema-
tics IV, Geography | or Agriculture I, Music,
German 1I, Latin II.

Grade XI: English \', Health \', Science V, Social Stu-
dies I\, Geography II or Agriculture [I, Mu-
sic, Mathematics \', German IIL

Grade XII: English VI, Health VI, Social Studies V.
Mathematics VI, Chemistry A or Physics A or
Biology A, German IV,

Grade XIII: English. History, Mathematics, German 1\,
Chemistry A or I, Physics A or I, Biology \
or L.

High School Curriculum 1947 New SMCI School Ready for Classes
Grades 7 to 13 Yarrow Wilson North




Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute (SMCI)

Chilliwack Progress October 29, 1947

New Private School Opens
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Institute — a $150,000
private school at Yarrow — opened its doors for the first
time last week to 320 pupils from all over the Chilliwack
area.
Chief difference in the curriculum from public schools is:
(1) forty minutes of Bible study is given to every pupil
every school day;
(2) German is taught as a foreign language instead of
French

Chilliwack Progress March 5, 1947 — School Board Offers to Build Junior High in Area

District 33 School Trustees offer to build a junior high school in the Yarrow-Sumas area if the Sharon
Mennonite Educational Institute is merged with the public school system.

“By mixing children of all nationalities throughout our public schools, we feel that the resulting environment
will make good Canadians of all of them,” Trustee George Green said.

Rev. J.A. Harder, chairman of the Yarrow private school board: “The root of the whole problem and the
reason why the Mennonite conception of education differs from yours, is religion.”

“It was the custom of our fathers to build churches and schools before homes and it was the question of the
right to build these schools and churches that resulted in conflict in Russia®™ Rev. Harder declared.



Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate (SMC)

SHARON

THE ORIGIinAL

MENNONITE COLLEGIATE

"MORROWED"

UNDER

SUNSHINE

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

This book is the record of o year of work. It is history; the history
of the successes, and maybe failures, of ene of our Christian high schools. There
is much couse for praise os we look into the past days and note the wanderful
guidance of God,

There is o question we should osk ourselves however, Has the exalted
duty of the Christian school been fully accomplished in the past school year?
The following are some of the goals which we hope have been realized to o
great extent, especiolly in our graduating closs.

1. The building of a sincerely personal Christian ""Weltanschavung”.

2. The prep ion for an h bl ion suited to the individual

abilities.
3. The understonding of the problems of today’s world with a view
of our responsibility fo the world at lerge.

4. The lation of a kable body of k ledge of secular sub-

jects 1o be applied in efficient Christion service.
5. The understanding of Christian principles which will be o guide in

good and evil days.

Deor Grad-
vating Class, we will
be following your
activities ond  will
MR. HUGO FRIESEN, then be able to judge
whether o  school

B.A. such os ours has the
Administration
Social Studies
Science

Physical Education

value we believe it
1o have.

Hugo Friesen




Yarrow’s Mennonite Schools
Sharon Mennonite Collegiate (SMC)

Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Grad Class of 1960 Sharon Mennonite Collegiate Grad Class of 1963

L-R: Edith Dahl, Louise Reimer, Gaye Thiessen, Evelyn Froese,
John Penner, Betty Dyck, Ed Dahl, Pat Andres, Melvin Martens,
Marge Regehr, Rose Loewen, Eleanore Friesen, Ruby Goertz

Vic Dahl, Alvin Neufeldt, Jake Dyck, Irwin Wiens, George Sukkau
Delores Derksen, Anne Rempel, Lena Froese, Helen Konrad



Yarrow’s Public School/

Yarrow Elementary School 1950

View from Central Road Toward Vedder Mountain



Yarrow Elementary School
Principal Carl Wilson 1929 to 1950

Mr. Carl Wilson was appointed teacher here,
And to him grades three to five became very dear.

Just like the raspberries that thrived and grew,
More children and class rooms were nothing new.
These students from others he could distinguish -
All were bi-lingual, but knew little English.

We thought it a pleasure to come and relax,
And listen as Mr. Wilson gave us the facts.

He was always there, sunshine and rain,

We feel his efforts were not in vain.

Among his students are lawyers and teachers,
Bankers, doctors, dentists, farmers and preachers,
Store-keepers, clerks, missionaries and mothers;
To be sure, there are humerous others.

We have fond memories of Yarrow’s pioneer days,
And feel that Mr. Wilson deserves much of the praise.

May 3rd, 1975.
Kay Dyck Schellenberg




Yarrow Elementary School Students

iYarrow Elementary School
Grades 4& 5,
\Marion Lewis, teacher

Here 'min
Grade 5 in

Bill Nickel,
‘spn‘ng 1937 y

€ Upper Row |

e o o Y e N e
This was taken at the School Road entrance of the “new” Yarrow Elementary school soon after it opened as added to my memoirs.
Actually in the spring of 1937, with Marion Lewis as teacher, I was finshing grade 4 and though we had 4 and 5 in the one room, I

think Ken Jamieson was my teacher in grade S and grade 6 across the hall with Carl Wilson finishing spring 1939. Len Froese gave mej
a xerox of this a few years ago and I cannot now identify any of the girls and only a few of the boys in the front row. Menno Braun

(later Jim Brown) is 3rd from left, Len is in the middle, Siegfried Harder 3rd from the right, and Bill Wol in bib overalls at the right

end. Bty Wiaket

i e

1937 Grades 4 & 5 Marion Lewis Teacher
Courtesy of Bill Nickel

Back: Minnie Plett, Ethel Knox,
Leona Sawatsky, Agnes Braun
Front: Elsie Kliewer, Beverly (cousin
Knox sisters) , Edith Knox



Yarrow Elementary School

Principal Carl Wilson and Teachers May Queen Frieda Epp and her Princesses



New Sharon Mennonite Collegiate School Property For Sale

SMCI For Sale 1949

Chilliwack Progress January 26, 1949 — May Sell SMCI to District

— Greendale Flood, and crash of the Raspberry market.

— Sponsors of the SMCI are unable to continue their support .

— The Chilliwack School District offers to buy SMCI to create a junior high
school in Yarrow.



Yarrow Elementary School

Elementary Schools Music Festival 1949

‘Night of stars and night of love,
flow gently down the water,

Heaven around, below and
above,

No more we'll see the shore.’

Lyrics as recalled
by Elvira Lenzmann

Yarrow school choir sings "The Haymaker's
Roundelay" under the direction of Frieda Nightingale at
the Elementary Schools Music Festival held in
Chilliwack.

The Chilliwack Progress April 13, 1949



A New School Principal; A New School Era

Principal Walter Ferguson 1950-1966

Carl Wilson 1929-1950 Walter Ferguson 1950-1966



Yarrow Elementary School Students

Mrs Dyer’s Grade One/Two Class 1951-52

Miss Derksen, Walter Klassen, Cary Esau, Melvin Martens, Earl Miller, Edwin Lenzmann, Wilfred Derksen, Gordon Wiens, Harry Derksen, Victor Ratzlaff, Robert Reimer, Gordon Paetkau
. Ron Penner, Victor Janzen, Otto Baerg, Herman Klassen Girlfriend, Rubena Goertz, Elsie Bergmann, Nettie Klassen, Johnny Penner
Eleanore Friesen, Rita Paetkau, Elizabeth Voth, Evelyn Froese, -—, Angela Martens, Rubena Goertz, Rosella Nickel, Lily Pankratz, Rita Sawatsky, Betty Dyck, Evangeline Sawatsky, Nancy Epp

Mary Arendt, Margaret Regehr, Patty Andres, —, Elvira Klassen, Carolyn Peters Randy Dyck, David Nightingale, EImer Wiens, Robert Giesbrecht, Walter Wolfe
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"Provincials Absorbed

B.C. Police
Start Taking
RCMP Tests

Cilliwack officers of the B.C.
Police have started to take their
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
medical examinations,

Several members of the local and
municipal force already have under-
gone the tests, which are being
held in Vancouver, and the remain-
der will be examined in the near
future.

There will be no action on the
proposal that the RCMP take over
the policing of Britisi Columbia
until all the tests plus interviews of
every B.C. policeman are complet-
ed, probably within the next six
weeks,

Altorney-General Gordon Wismer
made that statement in Vancouver
Saturday after returning from Ot-
tawa where negotiations about the

transfer of police duties is being
| discussed,

No Local

RCMP Take Over

Thirty members of the B

district joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police at mid-
night Monday and helped write “Finis” to the history of
British North America's oldest territorial police force.

Fuss As

. C, Police in the Chilliwack

»

Their transfer of allegiance to
the RCMP was effected without
outward signs of discord such as
characterized the change in some |
other B.C. municipalities, where
councils are threatening to set up
their own police forces.

Chilliwack officialdom, both
city and township, took a “hands-
off” approach, other than promis-
ing that they would see that
terms of the present contract,
which remains in effect to De-
cember 31, are lived up to.

Mayor T. T. McCammon told The
Progress: “I think the RCMP will
do a good job, but, in a way I am
sorry to see the old provincial |
force go."

He is determined, he said, that
“policing here will be carried on
in the same way as before.”

Reeve W. G. R. Simpson said
that neither he nor township coun-
cil have any objections to the

Constable R. Walker, Sumas,

The provincial police force
was founded in 1858 to cope with
lawlessness in the Cariboo gold
rush territory. At first it was
planned to bring Irish Terri-
torials over to B.C. to handle the
policing work but when that
didn't work out the force was
recruited from men already in
the province.

Citizens had handled most of the
law enforcement on a ‘“posse”
basis where Vancouver Island was
concerned and what they couldn’t
handle the Navy did.

The first police force as such
was formed July 7, 1858, with
Augustus F, Pemberton as commis-
sioner under appointment of crown
colony governor James Douglas.

The force consisted of a super-
intendent, chief constable, serge-
ant, and four or five constables, as
well as a staff to maintain the jail.
Prisoners were taken from all

change, other than the method by
which it was accomplished.
“Probably, the government had
some good reason for it, but we
don’t know what it was. We feel
that, since it concerns us, we
should have been kept informed |
zbout it.”

Chilliwack district, directed by
Subx 6 AT LAk

embraces the area on both sides
of the river from Langley on
the west to Yale on the east.
Within the territory are 30 pro-
vincial force members, all of
whom, as far as is known are
being transferred to the federal
force.

Members within the immediate
Chilliwack area are: Sub-Inspector
A. T. Lashmar, Senior Radio Op-
erator J. D. Doebel and Corporal-
Clerk 1. R. Causton of district
office.

Sgt. J. A. Knox and Constables
T. W. Glaholm, H. B, Klick, Rally
Harding, A. G. Balcolmb and Hugh
Gaskell, city detachment.

Constables J. A. Fielders and
F. L. Millar, municipal detach-
ment,

Constable G. R. Taylor, Cultus
Lake,

Constables Sam Ferguson and
H. 0. Tweedhope, Agassiz.

Corporal C. J. Waddell and Con-,

parts of Vancouver Island to Vic-
toria and later from the mainland. |

The next step in formation of |
the provincial-wide force came
several months later.

Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, the secre: |
tary of state for colonies in the |
British government, recommended |

[[that a police force be recruited

from among local residents as |
against Governor Douglas' idea 10
use a company of Royal Engincers
who were already in the territory. |
The force would police the main-
land. |

To assist in the formation of the
force, Sir Bulwer sent out Chartres
Brew, an Irishman by birth who
had served with the Irish Con-
stabulary and in the Crimean War,

He arrived here Nov. 8, 1858, |

spector of police after being sworn
in by Governor Douglas at Forl
Langley. At the same time the
mainland became the crown colony
of British Columbia.

After an inspection trip to the
gold fields, Brew recommended
that 150 members of the Irish Con-
stabulary be brought out to form
the force. However, for financial
reasons, the suggestion was reject-

stables P. Q. Drysdale and B. R/
Bertram, Hope.

residents,

and 11 days later became chief in- |

ed and the force was formed from |
|

The Chilliwack Progress
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August 15, 1950

The Federal RCMP
Take Over From
The BC Provincial
Police Force

To Provide
Chilliwack City and

Chilliwhack Disftrict
Local Policing



Loss Unkown In Yarrow Bank Robbery Attempt

The Chilliwack Progress
05 Dec 1951, Wed - Page 1

“Expert Job” Jams
Strong Box Door

An attempted bank safe cracking, believed the {first in
the history of the Chilliwack district, was made last night at
the Yarrow branch of the Bank of Commerce.

é

At press time the big vault door

was still jammed and police could
not say whether the attempt had
been successful.

“No attempt will he made to
open it until it has been checked
for fingerprints,” said Sub-In-
spector H., E. Bloxom, officer
commanding sub-division of the
RCMP,

Experts at fingerprinting and safe
opening are being dispatched from
Vancouver.

The sub-inspector described the
attempt on the vault as an expert
job. It is presumed the safe crack-
ers came from Vancouver.

Yeggs gained entrance fo the
bank by knocking a hole in the
wall separating the bank from the
next-door co-op store. THe hole in
the wall gave access to a favatory
in the bank. The vault is located
in the main office.

Preliminary investigation is being
conducted by constables of munici-

pal and city detachments under
Const. John Forster.

Discovery in the break-in was
made by bank manager W. D.
Bate on arrival at the bank this
morning.

Possible connection with other
bank robberies in rural British
Columbia was hinted by Sub-In-
spector Bloxom.

“There has been what you
might call a smallscale wave of
bank robberies throughout the
province during the past year,” he
said. “The most recent were in the
Okanagan at Keremeos and West
Summerland within the last six
weeks,” he said. Both were suc-
cessful.

Entrance to the building was
gained through a window, he said.
Yeggs then chopped their way
through two walls, gaining entrance
to the bank through a lavatory.

The attempt on the main vault,
located in the main office of the
bank, was made. using nitro-
glycerin, The charge twisted the
massive vault door, jamming it in
in place.

Normal business is being con-
tinued in the bank. Money to con-
duct business was transferred this
morning from the Chilliwack
branch.

Time of the attempt on the vault
is not known, police stated. Local
residents report they did not see
or hear anything suspicious in the
bank during the night,

The Chilliwack Progress
18 Feb 1959, Wed - Page 1

Yarrow Store Raided |

Thieves Take Safe
Coutaining $1700

Thieves carted off a safe containing approximately
$1400 in cash and $300 in cheques from Funks General
Store in Yarrow sometime Monday night.

Burglars jimmied the front - —— B
door, went through to the office, no merchandise was taken [rom
ripped the safe out of the wall the store.
and wheeled it back through the! Mr. Funk sad the burglers
stare to the front door, ‘were apparently just after the

Then they apparently hoisted money. The cash and cheques
the safe into a waiting vehide were receipts from  Saturday’s
and drove away with it (business,

Owner C. C. Funk discovered There were no signs the rob-
the robbery when he went o 1he bors tried to apen the safe while
store Tuesday morning. it was In the building. They ap
| A parently dragged it through the

It was the second rebbery ol (ctore to the (ront. Mr. Funk
Funks in the last few years. |[found skid like marks on the
Over $1,000 was taken in the [floor when he came in Tuesday|
previous rald and the thieves |morning.

i :::lmt.lw -:m‘ t;c::t:d a.:‘ s:'r; &:r, Funk t!)lua.s been in the gen
- e eral stor i in Yarrow
| Eic e it off. oot slt‘m;' siness  in Yarro
The robbery occurred somctlmci
lfifu‘l' 10 pom, Monday since Mr.'
"'Funk was working in the store
iuntil that time., Berides the
181,700 in cash and cheques the
I safe contained notes and docwl

|
|

ments.

RCMP  officers investigating
¢ said the thieves ripped a six foot
‘iplece of baseboard off the wall
N o the office in order 1o remove
I the safe. |
! No other damage was done and’

Major Yarrow
Robberies

1951 Attempted
Bank Robbery

1959 Funk’s
General Store

Target: Money
Stored in Safes



1949 Funk’s Ltd. Grand Opening Downtown Yarrow

THE CHILLIWACK PROGRESS, Wod., Nov. 0, 1040 1%

Congratulations and Best Wishes

from

YARROW LlwngR CO. LTD.

All material for remodelling supplied by
Yarrow Lumber Co, Itd.

FUNK'S LTD. e AL

extend Best Wishes and
) CENTRAL ROAD, YARROW ' Building Contractor Congratulations

Phone 1856 Electrical Contractors
Store designed and remodelled by G. H. Sawatsky 1016 Central Road Phone 4857

Hardware, Groceries,

Congratulations from Every Success to Funk's
Drygoods, Feeds J. H. HEPTING o

Complete Insurance Service FI’OCSC’S FOOd Ma rket
Phone 5358 0959 Ceatral Read Phone 5792

Discount on Drygoods,
0 Groceries or Hardware Sincere Congratulations Best Wishes From

Purchased By Dec. 1 | D. & D. HARDWARE | BRIGHT SPOT

994 Central Road, Yarrow Phone 4271
Phone 4858

Ever h de Thurs.,
PR.ZES Nov. 'y7'pfu'::i§r°“e":‘:*:e"3?““‘“ PR'ZES Compliments and Best Wishes Congratulations to
on valua®blie merchandaise. FuNK'S LTD
YARROW MOTORS K'S LTD.
Opening Day St ill in O MARTEN'S MOTORS
S Ry e i Rl 1 994 Central Road Phone 22847 | 1002 Central Road Phone 22843

'till 8:30 p.m.




Yarrow Lumber 1952

Yarrow Lumber
Founded in 1937
by Brothers
Jacob & Herb Martens

JP Martens’
Yarrow Lumber
was Bought
in 1952 by
John Giesbrecht,
Len Froese, Ben Braun

Pioneer Building
Supplies

Photograph Courtesy
of Mel Martens



Aberna’s Stylerite Grand Opening 1952
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Aberna’s, formerly Aberna Stylerite of Yarrow, are proud to announce the open-
ing of their modern Dry Goods and Clothing Store on

THURSDAY - FRIDAY - SATURDAY, OCT.2,3 and 4

First—Unique Table Lamp.
OO Second—1 Pair White Flannelette Sheets,
i Third—Dainty White Washable White Nylon

Tablecloth,

IN PR'ZES é ALSO . .. 60 pairs of First Quality famous hrand

| vl LADIES NYLON HOSIERY

63 PRIZES IN ALL Every $5.00 purchase entitles you to a ticket
: Many Specials offered at i ' GRAND DRAWING \
¢ this time, for example . . . 2
§ LADIESY DRESSES Valucs to "'"“‘" Night at 9:00 p.m.
2 Cleaving at Exchange advertisement for YOUR
§ One Price ) LUl x\ DRAW TICKET

e

Grand Opening Slore Hours: $:00 a.m. to 9.00 p.m,

A B E R N A ? S 2935 Central Road
"hone Yarrow 751

1954 Aberna’s Stylerite
Adds Grocery Store

Manager "ABE" EWERT

Aberna’s Supermarket,
42221 Central Rd.,
Yarrow, B.C.
“Rigid standards maintained by FVMPA
protect customers and dealers alike. Their
dairy foods, produced locally, are always
fresh. 1 can depend on them for good de-
livery and for quality foods all the time”



Yarrow Celebrates 25" Anniversary 1953
Chilliwack Progress May 27 1953 P11

Jacob Krause reflects on the
Yarrow CO-OP Union started by
himself, Peter Gieshrecht,
John Braun, William Schellenberyg,
and Nick Harder

""" It was in 1937 that the Yarrow
Co-operative association, a con-

it et e o o | sumer co-op, and the Yarrow Grows
otres thair || e L ers Co-operative Union, a producer

A o marketing organization came into
wisHes || Co-op Leader Helped being. - £é

Berry Industry Get Started 5
e Lo vars, ,{/”M fv""':,‘\n{lu o \\e had no Capl(‘il l)ut we had

S plenty of support and gradually we
built up an organizalion It did
much to promote Yarrow’s growth.”

Mr. Krause acted as general
manager until 1947,

The co-operative flourished until
the slump year of 1949 and Mr.
Krause feels that it would be func-
tioning today if the growers had

The Youngest Business

Silver

Anniversary

Farmers Feed

Wishing . . . | Eaiment Suply | °

ALL THE CITIZENS OF T

Neighbor
to

YARROW | r5

Congratulations

25th ANNIVERSARY
of YARROW
OF CONTINUOUS SUCCESS from

| ANOTHER 25 YEARS

ey o R S o shown sufficient confidence to con-
' Epp Hardware || 2@ | S Eammnmsasmds tinue supporting it during that

Your Sunset Store

VARROW.A.C one bad year.




BEST WISHES TO YARROW
ON ITS
25th ANNIVERSARY
from Yarrow Electric
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It's a pleasure to extend
Hearty Congratulations on the
25th Anniversary of the
Founding of Yarrow

Hesidents may well be proud of the growth the
district has attained in such a short space of
time. As one of the newer businesses . . . just

| oVears here, we uare umh-av-xrmg o serve the
public in o community of which we are a part.

Wholesale and Retail
Manufacturers of

Berry Crates—Rough Lumber
Hardwood - Box Shooks

Crushed Fruit Containers

YARROW BOX
FACTORY

Central Road Yarrow, B.C.

Chilliwack Progress May 27 1953 P11

THE CHILLIWACR PROCEESS. Wed, May 27, 1963

ABERNAS
“FAMILY OUTHATTERS"

extends Best Wishes to all on
the 25th Anniversary of Yarrow

We are pread 1o be a2 part of this growng commanity
sugplying Childrea's, Ladion apd Men's Wear, Showy,
Chinn and Goreral Deygoods 3
yeur wand

O oy oustomers Lthe

W95 Centrad Rend Yarrow, ILC,

Yarrow Celebrates 25" Anniversary 1953

CONGRATULATIONS . ..

fros

YARROW LUMBER
YARD

on the

25th ANNIVERSARY
OF YARROW

We stock

"EVERYTHING TO BUILD ANYTHING"
FREE ESTINATES

Phome Yarrow 3615 Nights 682 Hex 135

YARROW, 0,

OUR SINCERE BEST WISHES

- To the Yarrow Community

on the celebration of its

Silver Anniversary

from your

PHILCO and WESTINGHOUSE RADIOS and TV DEALER
PHILCO and WESTINGHOUSE REFRIGERATORS

D. & D. HARDWARE LTD.

Serving Yarrow Since 1917 Phone 111

21 HOUR TOWING SERVICE , .

Your Chevron Station
Congratulates the Citizens
of Yarrow

on Celebrating their 25th Anniversary

Complete Automotive and Auto Body Serviee
DUNLOP TIRES

CENTRAL MOTORS

JOHN GUENTHER JOIN WEDEL ~ HENRY MARTENS

+ Phone: Dy 756, Night 474 or 352

Martens Motor Service

Congratulates

The Pioneers and Residents
of YARROW

on their

Silver Anniversary

Complete General Motors Sales and Service
Imperial Esso Products

Martens Motor Service

HERE and DAVE MARTENS, Props.
Serving Yarrow Since 1945

" ENNS BROS. GROCERY

of Greendale
taken this apportunity to wish sur aeighbors of Yarrow

A HAPPY Z5ih ANNIVERSARY

650 Semas 'rairie Reod
Phane Yarrew 121

RR 1, Sardis




Yarrow School Teachers Spring 1953
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W. Ferguson, Frieda Nightingale, Erma Wiebe, Mrs Sharples, Joy Fowlie, Mary Derksen, Agnes Allert, Mr McTaggart



Yarrow Elementary Junior High School 1953




Yarrow Elementary

Junior High
School

In 1953, Yarrow children attending public school after
grade six travelled by school bus to and from Chilliwack,
a trip of thirty minutes, with side trips to Vedder
Crossing, Greendale, and Sardis.

The Elementary School in downtown Yarrow was so overcrowded that children, who
were born in November or December, started school one year late.

In 1952 the Chilliwack School Board purchased the Sharon Mennonite Collegiate
Institute on North Wilson Road, establishing the Yarrow Elementary Junior High School
with classes to be from grades one to nine.

The new school on ten acres was within walking or cycling distance of all regions of
the village of Yarrow.

It had a gymnasium, shower facilities, stage, and spectators’ gallery. The three-story
structure had large, well-lit classrooms and contained music, art, industrial art, home
economics, science, library, and nursing rooms.

The school’s large basement provided indoor, separate play spaces for girls, boys,
and first graders during inclement weather.



Yarrow Elementary Junior High School 1953

O/%cm/ O/oem'ng

YARROW
ELEMENTARY JUNIOR
HIGH SCHOOL

YARROW, BC
December 4th, 1953
8 pom.

Yarrow Elementary Junior High School

‘ /9 rogramme
1. O CANADA.

2. ADDRESS OF WELCOME.
Chairman of che Baard, Mr. A. D, Rundle,

5. INTRODUCTION OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES AND GUESTS.

4. OFFICIAL OPENING.
The H ble R, W, B , Minister of Education.

5. ACCEPTANCE OF BUILDING BY
Mr. A, D. Rundle, Chairman of the Schosl Board,

N W PR, P T

¢. DEDICATION OF THE BUILDING.
Rev. H. Lenxmann.

7. MUSICAL SELECTION,

§. MESSAGES OF CONGRATULATION.

Hoa, K. Kicrnan, Minister of Agriculture.

Me. H. L. Canypbell, Superintendent of Education.
Reeve W, T, Richardson of Chilliwhsck Municipalivy.
Mayor of Chilliwsck City, Me, T. McCamsion,

9. VOTE OF THANKS.
Trustee J. J. Wittenbeeg.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN

INSPECTION OF THE BUILDING

e e —— e i




Principal Walter Ferguson 1953-1966

At the 1994 Yarrow School reunion, Ferguson
praised the dedication and competence of the
teachers, support, and custodial staff he hired over
his years as principal.

Ferguson also thanked the members of the Parent &
Teacher Association, whose help and encouragement
made the school's teachers' tasks manageable.

Mr Walter Ferguson, who had been the vice-
principal of the Chilliwack Central Elementary School,
succeeded Carl Wilson in 1950 at the Yarrow
Elementary School when Wilson became the principal
at the Chilliwack Central Elementary School.

Classes of the Yarrow Elementary Junior High
School began in September of 1953.

Joining the teachers from the old school — Frieda
Nightingale, Erma Wiebe, Agnes Allert, Mrs Sharples,
and Harry MacTaggart — where Arthur Kurz, Dorothy
McCutcheon, Lillian Bealle, Elizabeth Lavigne, and
Eleanor Wicoll.




Yarrow School Teachers 1953-54

Harry MacTaggart, Walter Ferguson, Arthur Kurz
Dorothy McCutcheon, Lillian Bealle, Erma Wiebe
Elizabeth Lavigne, Frieda Nightingale, Eleanor Wicoll, Agnes Allert



Charter Grade Eight Class 1953-54

Walter Ferguson, Rudy Adrian, John Fast, Ed Barkowsky, Pete Isaac,

, Jake Epp, Arthur Kurz
John Reimer, Eric Ewert, Rudy Lohrenz, EImer Neuman, Henry Froese, Willy Barowski, John Kroeker
Elfrieda Nightingale, Susan Braun, , Jacquie Brown, Magdalene Koehn, Irwin Dyck, George Giesbrecht, Val Janzen
Anna Klassen, Veronica Barkowsky, Annie Klaassen, Alita Reimer, Martha Neufeld, Rose Dyck, Emily Guze, Erna Goertzen
Susie Spenst, Marion Epp, Lena Brauer, Anna Epp, Hilda Fast, Alice Miller, Elfrieda Reimer, Mary Janzen




Yarrow School Teachers 1954-55 Yarrow School Teachers 1956-57

Jim Norberg, Arthur Kurz, Henry Epp, Walter Ferguson Art Kurz, Student Teacher, Erma Wiebe, Walter Ferguson
Joy Fowlie, Sharon Ritchie, Helena Braun, Dorothy McCutcheon Lila Blackwell, Dorothy Funk, Frieda Fast

Agnes Allert, Erma Wiebe, Joan Lein, Frieda Nightingale Harold Kost, Bev Hailstone, Gary Ferguson, Mary Unger



Yarrow School Teachers 1959-60 Yarrow School Teachers 1961-62

Reid Weight, Arthur Kurz, Walter Ferguson,
Victor Froese, Doug Newby
Marg White, Mary Unger, Norma McGregor

Hulda Reimer, Erma Wiebe, Jo Unsworth, Mary Unger, Doris Reist
Mr Newby, Walter Ferguson, Ken White, Art Kurz



Yarrow Junior High School Grade Nine Grads

1961
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Will Funk, Robert Reimer, "Fergie,” Rudy Baerg, EImer Wiens
Robert Unruh, Walter Teichgrab, Gordon Paetkau, Cary Esau,
Walter Wolfe, Earl Miller
Otto Baerg, Robert Giesbrecht, Margaret Kroeker, Mary Jozsa,
Walter Klassen
Verna Funk, Eleanore Friesen, Rita Paetkau, Mary Arendt, Rita
Sawatsky, Evangeline Sawatsky

Gordon Paetkau, Edward Doerfling, Stan Harder, Dave Nightingale, Robert Smaill
Abe Klassen, Arthur Friesen, Walter Klassen, Neil Friesen, Albert Friesen
Verna Funk, Virginia Soper, Evelyn Paetkau, Doreen Funk, Mr. Ferguson
Shirley Jantzen, Anita Penner, Mary Jozsa, Katie Dettling, Kathy Fajscik



Yarrow’s Thriving Businesses 1947

CO-OP: Sales 1Tmillion;
4,000 Members

Turnover of More Than a Million

Co-op Is Yarrow's
Largest Enterprise

Largest commercial enterprise in Yarrow is the Yarrow
Growers' Co-operative Union, which represents 4,000 farmers
in the arvea and last vear had a turnover of well over a million

dollars.

Two cooperatives combined in
1943 to form the concern, which
has shown the same amazing
growth as the community iIn
general

The original group was Xnown
83 Yarmow Lowperative Association
and was formed In 1935 with &
membership of 30, This coop
handled s retoil store bul no
produce

In 1007 the Yarrow Growers Co
operative was formed for the ex
press pucpose of marketing frun

Raspbermies formy  the largest
volutne of business handled by the
coop. It was mostly for the hand)
Ing and procussing of this tremen-
dous crop thot a SH.000 process
ing plant wos built iy 18545

Increase of poultry farming in
the area wos notod in the same
vear with the addition of an egd
groding department, and last yvar
a plant 1o kill and dress paullry

was established,

Another milestone in the expan-
sion of the co-op will be marked
by the opening of its department
store sometime before May 1,

The SHLINO twostoroy struture
which dominates the centrr of
Yarrow's busipess section, will
oller for sale grocernies, meat, dry
goods, feed and furniture

™Me buldding will alse hous: the
ollices of the Bank of Commerce
The top foor will be octuphd by
Coop offices

‘Vedder Lumber Yard

See us Ffirst for
® Cement @ Bricks
@ Gravel @ Shingles
@ B-H Paints @ Roofing
® Lusterlite and Masonite
@ Cotton Insulation
® Zonolite Insulation
® Gyproc Wool

Agency Barrett and Ace-Tex Roofing
“Complete Building Supply Service”
Phone 5798 1004 Central Road

J. G, Derksen, Proprietor

Bring Your Mechanical Troubles to

PACIFIC WELDING
& BLACKSMITH SHOP

JOHN L. REIMER, Proprietor
1041 Central Road, Yarrow

For Better Building

GEO. H. SAWATSKY
Contractor

Central Shop, Yarrow, B.C.

YARROW GARAGE

Peter Block, Proprietor
Your headquarters for

General Automotive
Repair Service

Standard RPM Oils and
Lubrication

Battery and Tire Repairs
Expert Welding Service

Phone 2348

963 Central Road

VALLEY MEAT MARKET

Central Road West, Yarrow, B.C,

Mecats - Groceries - Vegetables

Open 6 Days a Week
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Yarrow’s Thriving
Businesses 1947

REIMER'S NURSERIES

Dyck Road

Nursery Supplies and Shrubs
of all kinds

 Kultor King

True Successor to the Horse

See us for yvour KULTOR KING . . . the small
tractor that does a big job. Use it to plow, disc,
cultivate, harrow, seed, hoe, ted hay, mash clods,
mark rows, furrow, rake hay, mow lawns, harvest,
dig potatoes, cut weeds or haul,

It can also be used as a portable power plant!

CENTRAL MERCHANTS

Central Road Yarrow

Kitchenware — Furniture — Paints
Builders’ Hardware

GRAVEL-FUEL

Furniture Moving

Local and Long Distance Hauling

“No Job too Liarge—None too Small™

Experienced Men — Prompt Service

For information or rates call

MARTENS & NEUFELDT

} Dyke Road, Yarrow

I"hone 5794 — Residence phone 5797

COMPLETE SERVICE

BRING YOUKR CAR OR TRUCK TO U3 FOR
PROMPT, EFFICIENT SERVICE,

® Motor and Elec-
trical Tune-ups

® Body and Paint
Shep

® Lubrication
Specialists

® Goodyear Tires
and Repairs

YARROW MOTORS

Phone 2547 891 Central Road

1
l

Yarrow's Complete

Service Shop

® Motor Rebuilding
® Electric and Gas Welding
® Lubrication, Tire, Battery Service
® Body, Fender and Paint Work

Martens Motor Service

® Overhauling

Phone 2843 Yarrew, I3, (. Central Road

Best wishes to Atkins Stages on their
new bus service from

FROESE’S
Meat Market

498

QUALITY MEATS

FRUITS o,
\_—-—1"\
VEGETABLES M —

Yarrow, B, C,

Phone 5795




Yarrow’s Thriving Businesses 1946-48

The Chilliwack Progress
11 Feb 1948, Wed - Page 7

ANNOUNCING THE OPENING OF THE

D & D HARDWARE

sSuccessors 1o the
Central Merchants, Yarrow, B. C.

on

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

Specializing in Quality Furniture, Linoleums, Bapco Paints, Radios, Bicyclzs and
General Hardware.

—

Block and Dyck Started Central Merchants in 1946
Dyck and Dave Derksen New Owners in 1947

The Chilliwack Progress
13 Feb 1946, Wed - Page 11

Yarrow Growers
Plan $40,000
Building

| At a meeting of Yarrow Berry
Growers and Co-operative associa-
tion plansg were discussed for a
new block that will accommodate
| No. 1 and No. 2 stores in one build-
ing,
| An estimate was given for a
$40,000 structure to be erected cen-
trally on what was known as the
A. D. Rempel property at Eckert
and Central roads.
. s 0 L I

There are Indications a build-
ing boom will take place in Yar-
row this spring as new places of
business are being erected along
| the village main street,

Block and Dyck have started

| construction of a 40x75 stucco-
| faced building for a new business
| firm which will be known as the
Central Merchanis, It is believed
|that a line of hardware, furniture
and crockery will be handled by
the new firm,
' D, H, and Dick Epp are building
|a new block 30 x 30, They intend
to carry a line of hardware along
with their agency for a milking
machine. The office for their truck-
ing business will also be in the new
building.

Froese Brothers and Meilicke are
soon starting construction of a cold
storage and locker plant,

Contract has been let to Bargen
and Sons for a new residence for
Dave Derksen.

|
|




Yarrow Growers CO-OP UNION

Klassen, Agatha E.
Yarrow: A Portrait
in Mosaic.
, = e Clearbrook, BC:
A | - Klassen, 1976.

The “Hardware Department’ of the Yarrow Co-op. (Left)
Mr. Henry Martens. (Right) Mr. Henry Enns.

“Grocery Department” of the Yarrow Co-op.



Yarrow’s Raspberry Industry

Che Chilliwark YProgress
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to be picked ol sarind and semd as "barvels 0 Hriban
Grorge lvimer tn overalls) foremam st the big Yarrow pant, supervise: sorting of the rasps o) Trucks stand by outside 1o haul sway dert of the Yaarrew coeo shiipment «f 3350 barrsis of S02
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wrnds (see bedow)



The Chilliwack Progress July 17, 1949

Five Cents For Jam Berries

‘Rasp’ Growers Get First
Crate Payments Tomorrow

Tomorrow is pay day for raspberry growers at Yarrow. €
Sun Ripe Fruit Company, newly organized independent

organization at Yarrow told The Pro
ment for crates shipped will be made

tial payment of five cents per pound for jam berries recewed

up to July 23.
Yarrow Growers’ Co-operative
Union at Yarrow expect to make

initial payments of five cents per
pound for 1949 strawberries “in

the near future,” P. Giesbrecht,
manager of the Union stated Tues-
day. Strawberry receipts will be
distributed as soon as final re-
ceipts are in from the buyers, he
said.

No date has been announced by
Yarrow Growers’ Co-operative
Union for payment of this year’s
jam berries. Payments for crated
berries shipped this season will be
made the first week in August,
officials state.

q

Last shipment of fresh fruit "

shipped to hungry
markets, 300 crates going

Mission to help fill a car
there.

Total pack of berries received
at the Union's plant last week
amounted to 312 tons and expec-
tations are that the 1949 pack
will not exceed 500 tons—a far
cry from the 2300 tons packed in
1048. Rainy weather may even re-
duce this tonnage, officials say.

Sun Ripe Fruit shipments for
last week amounted to about 100
tons, both fresh and jam berries
included. No crates were shipped

'due to inclement weather.

ss today that full pay- 1§
e tomorrow, with an ini- || §




Yarrow Growers Co-operative Association Liquidation 1949

( Annual Meeting Saturday

'
' Yarrow Berry Co-op Gets
New Manager, Directors

Two new directors were elected at the annual meeting of
the Yarrow Growers’ Co-op Union Saturday. H. Hildebrandt,
D. J. Quapp, P. P. Unger, C. Wolfe, and Wm. Schellenberg
re-elected. Frank Peters and John Block were elected

to repace Henry Unger and John Wiens.
Resignation of C. H. Penner,®

*were

former co-op manager, was accept-
ed. P. P. Giesbrecht, Yarrow Co-
op manager will act as general
manager until the position is filled
by a board appointment.

Financial report showed a mark-
ed decline from the peevious year,
owing to the decrease in volume

of sales. Growers expressed con-

cern over 1949 operations. No

advice could be given other than
the reductions of acreage and
planting of saleable crops.

|

-

Yarrow Growers Co-op Union re-
port that no new developments on
the 1949 berry sales have taken
place. It is expected that payments
to cover packing and handling ex- .‘
‘penses will be received by the or- |
ganization soon. The initial pay-
‘ment to growers of 3% cents a
/pound was borrowed money.

Students at SMCI entertained a
large audience February 24 with a
musical program.

Yarrow Voluntary Fire Brigade
attended a lecture and film at
Chilliwack city hall. It is expected
the fire department of the Yarrow
Waterworks District will complete
its reorganization shortly.

In 1943, the Yarrow Growers Association, formed in
1936 to market member farmers' produce,
amalgamated with the Yarrow Growers Co-operative
Association, formed in 1937 to sell consumer goods to
members.

The Yarrow Co-op operated successfully during the
years of WWII, selling most of its processed berries to
the Canadian Government for shipment to Great
Britain.

Along with its large processing plant at the end of
Eckert Road, the Co-op ran a two-story department
store at the corner of Eckert and Central Roads, with
shoe, clothing, "yard cloth,” hardware, and grocery
departments. This modern building also contained a
coffee shop and the Co-op's offices.

William Schellenberg was the President; Jacob Krause
was the General Manager; and Peter Friesen was the
Bookkeeper (Klassen 75-78).

When the Canadian Government stopped buying
berries to ship to Great Britain, the Co-op could not
market its members' berries, leading to the liquidation
of the Yarrow Growers' Co-operative Association in
1949.



Yarrow Growers’ Co-operative Until 1950

Small fruit production and packaging play an enormous rolein
the early economic development and history of Yarrow.

. "In 1947, Yarrow alone produced close to 6,000 tons of berries.
Five tons per acre was the average yield in raspberries and
eight tons was not unusual."

8 The decline in the market however culminated in the crash of
1948.

Prior to the slump "the co-op built a $52,000 processing plant
and cannery with $30,000 worth of equipment.”

At liquidation, members were given "29 cents per dollar on
their shares. The retail store was sold and the co-op which
had paid up all its assets was dissolved."

Following the collapse of the co-op, "the warehouse was
rented to Cheam Packing Company then sold to Pacific Coast
Packers for a sum just under $50,000. All the equipment and
machinery was sold with the warehouse.”

Kelly Harms, Community Archivist, Chilliwack Museum and Archives



Raspberry Industry Recovers — Large USA demand

Sun Ripe Fruit Packers 1951

Sun Ripe Fruit Packers, Dyko Road, Yarrow
June 1951. ‘

- tenctstr s v e o . o lanivee —

. open for business
The new two- slow\ Sun Ripe Fruit Packers plant on the Dyke
road In Yarrow is ready to handle its share of the district’s 1951 small
fruit crop. Floor space on each storey is approximately 3.000 square
feet. (Del Monte Studio I'hoto.)

Photograph Courtesy of Mel Martens

Chilliwack Progress Jul 29 1953

Mould Difficulties Over

Big Raspberry
Crop Hits Peak

Sunripe Fruit Packers Ltd.

Raspberry and Strawberry

Growers
Wanted

I you have not already contri your acts

please phone or write us and we will be pleased

» caldl on you.,

IPHONE Yarrow 621 or 476

Sunripe Fruit Packers Ltd.

Hox 119 Yarrow, 15 C.




The Raspberry Patch by Esther Harder

»Looks like a good crop this year.




Cascade Foods Ltd.
Yarrow Branch, Eckert Road

Filling Cans



Disastrous Fire Hits Yarrow Cascades Plant

B_TIE CINLLIWACK PROGRESS Wed Fib 24 1508

i
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YHIS WAS 3¢ wse of comdsion Sevaws 30d officiads et 34 ey Srovwedod Mt the Cumcnde ALL YIAY remginid of e o 34
Pt Dutariey mermieg B vem shang (A birvv Eatort bond (il e wcls Waspemind woer to o 1ok Piew ' sruannd vn

FIRE CHIEF Bob Nsichurt tokes time out to itsae fresh instructions 1o ks men. Members of the Town
ship Brignde joined with Yarrew and the city brigade in combating the blaze. Right: The first fire
truck om the seene from Yarrow was soon bogged down Lo the axles 35 It swung into action. Fast action
by the Yarvew crew stapped the fire from travelling up the wind swept mountain slopes,

Photography Courtesy of Victor Froese Chilliwack Progress Wed, Feb. 25 1959



Yarrow Plant Up In Flames, Heavy Loss

Vast quantities of can
ned fruit and vegetubles,
as well as processing plant
purts and rose bushes were
burned in a spectacular
fire Friday night which
levelled most of the Pacific
Packers Ltd., building, Ec-
kert Road, Yarrow,

Only the office wing could
be saved by volunteer fire
men from Municipal No, |
and Yarrow brigades, who
fought the flames for several
hours

Preliminury estimates of
loss place the damage in the
neighborhood of $250.000

Approximately $100,000
worth of canned peaches,

corn, and other fruit belong
ingt 10 York Farms Lid. were
burned in the fire

Also stored in the bullding
were party stripped from 12
viners belonging to Yarrow
Freezers Lid. Estimated value
s sround $42,000

Reimer's Nursery had large
quantities of rose bushes
stored in the building, to
gether with wax vats used to
ooyt the bushes. However, it
was possible to remove about
two truckloads of roses

The building was empty of
employees when the fire call
came. The alarm was turmed
in by Mrs. Esther Engbrecht
of 42175 Ratzlaff Road near-
by the plant

She reported fNames coming
through the roof in the mid
die on the bullding

Sald Municipal Fire Chief
Bob Butchart: "On our arrival
the building was a mass of
flames”

Firemen were hindered 'n
their fire-fighting efforts by
the presence of a 60,000 volt
line passing slongside the
bullding Power poles carry
ing the line were ablaze

A nearby wooden BC Hy
dro raflway bridpe caught
fire and & section of treck
was affected by heat The
line was later repaired

Parts of Abbotsford Mats
qui, Sumas and Chiliwack

were blacked out for several
houre while RC Hydro crews
ripaired the damaged power
lines

Firemen from the main
municipal brigade were at the
wene for about 414 hours,
while Yarrow firemen were
i the job even longer

There was no immediate in-
dication of the cause of the
blsze

Health umt director Dr. A

S Armes] warned residents
against collecting fire-damag
od s of produce. Once the
sam of the can bursts

through heat he said, bacter
& can pet in and senous ill-
an result from con

nplon of the contents

Pacific Coast Packers
Eckert Road
March 31 1965

Photograph Courtesy of Victor Froese



Yarrow Mennomte Brethren Church
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MB Church Sunday Schools

Primary Sunday School Boys' Class 1951-54. Primary Sunday School Girls' Class
Teachers: D. Klassen and H. Enns Teachers: Annie Derksen and Helen Harder

Victor Kopp, Abie Klassen, David Nickel, Ernest Neufeld, Mr Henry Enns Ruby Klaassen, Tina Unruh, Hildegard Rempel, Martha Fast, Mary Emma Lenzmann,

Mr David Klassen, David Dyck, Edwin Epp, Allan Martens, Rudy Baerg, Danny Loewen Hilda Reimer, Bertha Harder, Erica Kaethler, Minnie Plett, Kathy Enns, Erna Janzen
Walter Teichgrab, Gordon Paetkau, EImer Wiens, Robert Giesbrecht

David Klassen, Willy Langemann, Don Fehr, Victor Janzen, Edwin Lenzmann
Klassen, Agatha. E. Yarrow: A Portrait in Mosaic. Clearbrook, BC:
Klassen, 1976.



Church Eckert Road

fed Mennonifte

Uni




Yarrow Alliance Church Yarrow Reformed Church
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World War II: Yarrow's Soldiers

Henry Ratzlaff

Rudy Goetz Henry Wiens Julius Derksen



Dyck, Harold J. and Marlene A. Sawatsky.

“Yarrow’s Soldiers.” Yarrow, British Columbia:

Mennonite Promise: Village of Unsettled

Yearnings. Ed. Leonard Neufeldt. Victoria, BC:

Touchwood, 2002. 95-105

Table 1

Military Service and Municipal Location of Yarrow’s Enlistees

Municipal Location ~ Army Air Force Other  Totals

Mennonites
Yarrow 48 2 2 52
Sardis 2 0 0 2
Sumas 4 0 0 4
Non-Mennonites
Majuba Hills — Vedder Flats 7 1 0 8
Table 2

Yarrow Mennonite Military Enlistment by Year, 1939-1945

Oct 1939- Oct 1940- Oct 1941-  Oct 1942-  Oct 1943-  Oct 1944-

3
5 Sept 1940 Sept 1941 Sept 1942 Sept 1943 Sept 1944  April 1945
|
|

g Medical Corps 0 0 1 2 10 1

Pinterie i G o 5 3

Total | 1 7 12 15 4

* Estimates for non-Mennonite enlistments are given in parentheses.

World War Il Yarrow's Soldiers

Peter Bargen
Jack Block
Gordon Cameron
Julius Derksen
Harry Dyck

Abe Enns

John W. Enns
Henry Epp

Jake Epp

Jacob Epp

Peter Falk
Bernhard G. Fast
Henry Fast

Peter D. Friesen
Frank Froese
Henry Froese
Henry Giesbrecht

Jake H. Giesbrecht

Rudy Goetz
Herb Guenther
Jacob Hamm
John Harder

Yarrow Military Enlistment

Nicholas Harder
Alex Hendricks
Helmuth Hendricks
Julius Hendricks
John Hepting
Cornelius C. Isaac
Peter C. Isaak
Frank Kehler
John Kehler
Jacob Klassen
John Letkeman
Peter Letkeman
Abe Loewen
Dave Nachtigal
Jack Nachtigal
George Nowell
Geraldine Nowell
Norville Nowell
Reuben Nowell
Peter Paetkau
Frank Penner
Peter G, Peters

Henry Ratzlaff
Henry A. Reimer
Douglas Rexford
Tom Rexford
Frank Sawatsky
Charles Sabo
Peter Schellenberg
John Siemens
Dan Thiessen
Nicholas A. Thiessen
Jake Toews
Henry Wall

Jake Wiebe

Peter Wiebe
Henry Wiens
John Wiens

Peter 1. Wiens
Victor Wiens
Jacob Willms
Abe Wittenberg
Jake Wittenberg,
John Wittenberg



Vedder River Steelhead Derby

]

'Carl Wilson Wins Firét
Place in Vedder Derby

’ “WINGFISH CARL,” that's what they're calling him. Yes,
sir. Carl Wilson, the piscatorial pedagogue, It's Derby

| Day on the Vedder, see, and the husky Yarrow school teacher,
| along with forty-five others get off with the bang of the gun
| just after 7 o'clock Sunday. Carl, he goes three miles up the
river, see. He picks his spot and he whips the old bamboo
rod around on his first cast. He settles down for a long wait.

But there isn't much waiting. = -
Shortly after 8 o'clock a pretty ““.i_.\lrs. Bert Nelmes won 'h(', W
steelhead grabs at the roe. Wilson fimpson cup for annual competition
hauls it in, ambles back to the imong women anglers, in addition
Crossing to weigh in. The scales \‘” a wrist watch and a casserole.

call it 12 pounds 9 ounces, For the largest steelhead taken
Everybody waits to see if any- ! open contest, Bob White, whose

one will beat it. Jack Wake, fish- ?sh tipped the scales at 17 pounds
ing out of the same hole as Wilson, { ounce, received a reel and spoons
catches a 7 pound 15% ounce fish. e also received $5 for the largest
Russel Thornton, fishing five miles ‘t\-clklcu(l caught by an angler un-
upstream near Ed, Bell's place, fler 17 years of age. Henry Creasey
makes a catch. With fifty minutes Won the draw for inspectors and

to go he starts on a tear for the ‘hereby received a casting reel,
Crossing. He lugs the fish to the! A crowd estimated at 750 wit-

weigh scales about five minutes ' nessed awarding of prizes at noon
inside the deadline, almost collapses ' W- E. A. Thornton, president of the
from exhaustion after the run, 'Chilliwack Fish and Game Protec-
Vilson: won the 8135 cash —!tive association, presented the
nd the F' = c& ok zl‘ls P';Z‘ |trophies. Among the distinguished
;.lhe ch:m;;i‘:‘h‘;; Jﬂc;“i‘,:;l’g“: | officials attending the event were
g%y € BOU . prank Butler-and James Cunning-
everything a fisherman could ask i gam m?mb:-;saof(th:g‘:h :Sm g'ani
for plus a $15 cash prize. He also | commission of British Columbia

won a pair of fisherman's gum | anq Jim Poole, angling authority.

boots for catching the largest fish | vancouver.

in the final qualifying round. . iapy received a casting reel
Thornton’s third place entry got ™4 "oiowd estimated at 750 wit-
him a mess of fishing equipment , o awarding of prizes x;l noon
and $10. S, Kosumi, local Japanese, «yw g A Thornton p‘;eqi({enl of the
copped six useful awards with his . cpric s S “and Game Protec-
7 pound 9 ounce steelhead. Len qy0. ﬂceuciﬂ{i(m presented the
McCutcheon, who caught two steel- trophie;‘ Amoné the d;sting\"ghw[
head and a trout during the five otﬁcials“auending the event were
derby hours, got everything from & | ooy Butler-and James Cunning-
fog light to a magazine subscrip- ham, members of the fish and game

““’}‘ _ |commission of British Columbia
For bringing in the smallest fish |anq Jim Poole, angling authority
weighed during the day, E. W. |yancouver. v

Clarke was awarded a fishing bas-
ket and a landing net. His catch
was 5 pounds 10 ounces.

Yarrow’s King Fisher Derby

Winners

Carl Wilson Feb 1941

Elmer Wiens Jan 1973

THE CHILLIWACK PROGRESS, Wednesduy, January 10, 1973

A

SOLD FOR MORE THAN $15 per pound, the Kingfish of the Vedder River Annual Steelhead Deshy was,
and Is, owned by every one of these men following about 0 minutes of idding in an awction Sunday
Kingfisher for 1972-7%, Vancouver's Elmer Wiens, is holding the 205 jound buck. He bought it from »
consortium of foer Fish and Game Club members Bob Armsirong (secoed from JfU), Frank Lewls, Jim
NMcMillen and Qurt Kusper (three men on nght), They paid $36 for o after te figh had been re-domated
By Jim Barritt (extrense Jeft) who pait $30. First buyer of he fish was photogrupher Al Jesperson who
100k the bidding as high a2 $I180 before he gave It back for another auctioe

For 202 men in 36th derby

Clear, cold Vedder
yields only 16 fish

Elmer Witns s & young
man who has been fishing n
Vedder Steelhead Derby for
rast a few years.

Sunday, he tool the title of
Kingfisher after landmg o
205 pownd buck late in the
Gecty. Mis was the heaviesl
fish of the &y, beating oul
the man in second spot by
mare than throe pounds.

Mr. Wiens' [ish was 2 large
one comsideriag the amount
and size of the fish browght
in during the 36th ancwal
derby, postposed to Sunday
froen Boxisg Day, when rver
conditions were considered by
officisls of the Chilliwack
Figh and Game Club as “un-
fishable” Sumday, the river
was low and clear, The 3ky
was clear, the temperature
was 16 degroes.

Qut of 202 fishermen reg-
istered for the popular wvent,
only 15 men cought [fish.
Omly one Yimit wax made.

Last years Xingfiher,
Tuny Sewcik, came close to »
repeat on Suoday, His fish
wxs the fourth heavies of
ihe day, u 149 pound dee. It
was csough 10 eurn him top
hanors as the winner of the
Fish and Game chab's own
closed competition, Even at
that, however, the 14.9 ouad
steelhead was one-tenth of 4
pound heaviee i8an the fish
which woa him the Xingfish
title on Doxing Day, 1971,

Socond heaviest flsh of the
day wes caught by o New
Westminster man, Wayne
Lillcs. He landed a 17-pound
buck.

Well  known fisherman,
Bryce Keys from Apassr, o
past Kingfisher, took the third
ot in the open competition
with a 165 pownd buck

There was an isteresting
ruce for first fish landed in
the derby. Two Chillivack
men, lrwin Edgar and Ken

Edmundson, mrrived a1 the
grte of the club premises ex-
actly ut 7:30 wm

Edmandson  beat  Edgar
Ihrough the gote with his
car, but bad difficelty open-
ng his car trunk It was
frozen. Edgar won the foot:
ruce 1o the clubdouse by one
mebnute.

Both fisd were almost
identical in weight. Mr. Ed-
gar's buck weighed 755
pounds, Mr. Edmundson's doe
was 7.5 poands,

Anotber New Westmindster
man, Ed Noel, took the first,
and only two-fish lieut of the
day with a pair of does
weighing 75 asd 115 pounds,
respectively.

Chilliwack’s Kinsmen Oub
were the real winners of the
deety, They will recelve
852550 In a direct donatyon
from the Fish and Game Club
following the fish aucticm af-
ter the derby

Officials of the club werw

HEFTY SILVER CUP, the peremmial trophy for the Chilliwsck Fish asd Game
Club's annual steelhead dechy, was passod from Jast year's Kingfisher, Tony
Sevelk of Chilliwack (left). to this year's winner, Vuncouver's Elmer Wiens. Elmer
landed a 208 pound buck to win the opén comgetition. Tony came close to o
repeat this year, winning the ciosed competition His 15pound doe was the
heaviest takem by a2 club member.

fearful that the Xinsmen
might receive a lot bess than
the 1071 suction, which tozal-
Jed $9G250 and was conssder:
ed a record.

However, the Kisgfish was
bought and redonated a total
of theco times, Highest peicr
paid by one peesca waos $180
by Al Jespersom who re
donated the fish back fec
nuctwon. Jim Barritt of Chilli-
wack then paid $50 for the
same fish and gave It
back again. A comsuriwam of
three club members, Bob
Arzstroeg, Frank Lewis and
Jim McMillan then paid §35
for the Kingfish and, sgain,
donated it back for more
auction

Final buyer was the man
who originslly caught the
fish. Elmer Wiens paid $15
for Bils w X

AL $310, the fish eventual
Iy coet more than $15 per
pound.

With the exception of 1wo
lish, every cae of the 16 dis
played on the winesc's board,
sald for more tham §20.

Even a bicycle caught by
an amoymows (isherman sold
for more than $20.

Kinsmen Club  president,
Daryl Dall, said at the durby
on Sunday, he was “wry
pleased” and grateful for the
amount raised.

Derby committes chaieman,
Percy Hyde, twid The Pro-
gross Susday the river was
“exceptionally clear” and res
sonably low which made fish:
ing <onditicns slightly mare
difficult than normal.

Club president, Dave Lam-
son, stated that there iy mo
thought of changing the day
of the derby from Bouing
Day. He stated that the derby
has only been cancelled three
times in its 36 year history
due o “Excoptionsl” circum-

VAI

AUTOHO

The Porsche
for the Fri

Our representative can
wack at 7928328 or £




Yarrow’s Famous Softball Teams

Knox Ball Diamond Wilson Road South
%&-::gew&,‘

Vedder Mountain in Background Provincial Intermediate Softball Champions - 1948
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|Enns Star of Torrid Series

Yarrow Growers B.C. Cham;;s :
- Sweep Intermediate Finals

Yarmow Gowers became B.C, intermediate softball cham-#
pions ot Yarrow's YAA park over the weekend as they
trimmed last year's winners, Powell River, two games to one.
geocAh. a::hml«l (l‘:g) mﬂ;n nt‘# -
aw g~ " | sixth, catchor Bob Barkley ran the
f::;- nf':::’ ;ﬁ'm: O‘Wﬁ‘; swore up 10 31 for Powell River.
a 1210 victory in the first ganw | C¢1¢ Ratzlafl found chucker Dev-
Saturday; teammate Len Froece ! lin to put Yarrow back in the
dnr:pptd u':em lo;:'oad 42 Sl:d picture, racking up one for the
afternoon “Fuzzy" came to-ops but the paperdownors were
}: .‘::e‘:‘:m;':““ with o 32 win |\ to stay os they closed off
the scoring with thelr fourth run
in the eighth frame.

Yarrow got the series under-

way Saturday with o  scoring
splurge in the opening frame.| Powell River opened the scor-
Growers wont through theld on | g n the vwening (e with Cap-
tire batting erder plus four to col- agaln appearing in the scor-
lect nine singles and an equal | ing picture a5 Besuittl doubled.
by | With two frames left to play. Yar-
rp'|uhdln|hanml¥|’on

Sing| |
double by Pete Ratzlaff given up |
by hurler Deviin the Growers
one up in the eighth,

Up<cossters made a  fighting
finish when Besulttl scored on o
single, two stolen bases and an
overthrow in the eighth,

Co-ops broke the tie whon rellef
burler Dealtl gave up winning
sin?u 10 Emle Reimer and Hen
Dick, Pete Wall sewing up the

feel of the strange fleld,
. While Yarrow was pondering
“what seemed to be a walkover, a
walk to Dealte and a th:gh;s
double by Ciprick In the thi
drow first blood for the visitors
. Powell River came back in the
fifth with anothor tally on a single
| Adamson, an error on
g‘m';:k and o second double by
S i series on & walk and am over-
| Growers cut loose In thelr half | hegw & % i
'of the fifth when Pete Ratzlaf o
caught chucker Devlin's fustball
for a tworun homer. |
With Jobnny Martens relleving
Eans in the seventh, the visitors
uncorked four runs .:nd a wa‘l'l:“ thv;ro
errors, a a e.
Strugsling u"&"u the eighth the
up-coast squad collected two mare
three singles. Powell

ninth on a single then a trple
mm:: fell short of stopping
the co-ops.

-

SECOND GAME H

While Army was Laking their

e
t unday, on

other ddo°:l the Vedder co-ops

were losing to a revitalized Powell i

River squad.

With the ledgers all even in the
third, hord-hi Ciprick collect-
ed o double o
put the visitors abesd 21, In the

3
g

Yarrow’s
Famous Softball
Teams

1948

Yarrow Growers
Intermediate Left

1949
Yarrow Athletics
Senior B Right

Will Take on All Comers

Thiessen Top Slugger
For Yarrow Athlctigs

rm.mn-mg wmmmu
champions after winning 'ﬁ:’n a g eight-
‘tournument and the Lower Mainland ¢ now
%m&mxﬂbwmm Ji N
tbmdemMammmuF oo o
statement to The Progress, ! ' continuously  beaming  counten- P m
luthommudlw?mhnhg 4 players |snce, Happy is one of the league lll:'il:'m ":l’ﬂ::
withv«ylhﬂodnnnhuqnn--cddmu t in top catchers with very fow errars. g;umﬁ#ﬂ' wrade .
the team’s favor. “0ld Man" of the team is m“m&"‘m“‘“m‘ ."m 7500, SHing Neerige
The champs have this record Memry “Seegan” Nealelth. Deelv- | o"o0) "4 one homer make him Koz SFelix? Rempel el fhe
for the books: 22 gumes Blayed, O oath Soagan meace goat * Volusble man. He wurks in Mur | batiers with 108, but he stlll
e o o ne e e a1 German .« ol vur B 2 ambor 20 By oy wih oo 50, PRHE St TR Skt
(best of five), tied one and lost played catcher but this year first .. for the {irst year, Felix is
one .and & team batting average base. Soogan never mises 3 AMAZING FUNK to “Seogan's” sister.
of J18. © game, is 22, married and the | ponry Punk ks the amazing one. | Twentyfouryesrold George
Heaviest blow of the season  IMher of two. His twoyearold jie stands st the .“““WMhudhrnlh
came when (he team lost 133 to """,,_"",,""-"'"‘uuwnu all g0 bY. fielder. He has been wih the tesm
Cloverdalo Novy at the Cultus  gor Batting 373 he has | {hep leans forward o lash the | two years and is an electrician by
Lake Jaycee Regaita bui they  [our home rums fo his credit |bll unmercifully. Hank is another | trade has a batting average of 153,
repaired the lois by defesting o sedses. of the “old men” of the teom, hav- | Last but not least come the
the Cloverdale team In Lower Ernie “Nester” Reimgr received ing been with them [ive years. | coaches, the real backlene of any
Mainland finals. his nickneme from tho team's hu{He was ahortstop tlll two years | team and this one In particular.
morist, Neufeldt, His first mhmu’-ﬂm‘mm
I%'%Wm'”mc" with he team. the 18-yearoid base whete he remained until the pres- -
Lako lifeguard who emerged with m.:‘g:, .,“m,-.._u.whumu-
a batting average of 448, Al con- gpp his od for and Dot in Mexico, came here when |
cluded a  Physical Education “w.‘w r..rm § gee h;—nmmmu
"'M':.M"'c“:,%'w‘ LIVE-WIRE SHORTSTOP Len Froese, 22, barber, is rellef ".‘,'., B '&u"'&m""’"
hockey team. This season he will  Alex Fast is the live-wire WW--‘M yearold Johnny spends the hunt:
take teachertrsining. While he 3top of the outfit, Surpassing Plano player and rolk ' fng segeon traipsing sround the
was Wt school his wife, Kay and Neater in base stealing, he or skater Len pitched for the In couniry with Seegan, roller skates,
two and » halfyesrold son, lived tremely annoyed if na bulls come termediates last year. His sctivit s o member of Chillwack Light
in Vencouver while Kay taught his way. Alex i 21 and ins this year have bees somewhal | Horse Breeders Associstion, snd
school nt Little Mountaln. His Afebelits. Softhall is not limited owing 1o a knee oporation. | yon the singnig competition st the
three years with the team were sport. He also goes for His batting record is .222. July first Gymkhans two years
spent as piteher for two years and  football and a little golf on Jake Neufoldi's swarthy com. ‘m
an almost errorless center fleld side. and short hair | Secand coach is Ervin “Yokel”
this season, It has often been said that carned the name ™ | Froese, Erwin finished Senior Ma-
Henry “Tiny" Harder, an ex- Mu:dﬂu:m m‘-.-ﬂdal “- [tric this yoar and inteads to work
faller in logging opertions on there is no n daughter, Nigger ‘ -~
Vedder Mountsin rong up a bat-  the team. Alex has batted been with the outfit four years, ihomh(m 1o Varsity.
ting average of A20. His nickname  two bomers this year. playing third base. Ile s the A good roller skater, year ho
belies the last few games of his UBC graduste Johany Adrian | team humerist and merale boos ‘wummm
initlal year with the team watch-  Is a tireloss pltcher who bats| ter. Batting four homers this Johnny cosch the team.
ing play from the bench. 295 A good percentage of Yar-| year, his average ls 320, Both Yacrow's codches  know
flrst year man, left  yows' success can be aitributod Reliet mo“wwmlﬂmﬂh-m“l
i e Kl copred s bt 1ok v et o s Bt i v s Gt 2 2 It 8
average games : eats
lcn;nkllh‘g:bhlh‘l‘. m-mmlurmﬁr mm.&%ﬁmwhw&m
which s seldom. 2Wyoar-o steak between vames
otk alte 18 ket WAIh Mgy 60 | fhas ome tomes b 8 row. PR ool T RAL LU mn’:‘uau-n.
count for his low number of er Pete “Happy” Wall (also an-
rors. swers to “Polly™; no oo knows
e R S . why) catcher, got his tag from his

The Chilliwack Progress
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Yarrow’s Famous Softball Teams

Provincial Intermediate Softball Champions - 1951

Eddy Froese, John Dahl, Pete "6" Ratzlaff, Jake Wiebe,
Hank Ratzlaff, Pete "7" Ratzlaff, Ernie Bergmann, Spike Klassen,
Rusty Bergmann, Hank "Crow"” Martens, Irwin "Sally” Harder,
Elmer "SIlim" Neufeldt, Fred Adrian, Allan Wilkie
Photograph: Hank "The Barber” Giesbrecht




1954 British Empire and Commonwealth Games
The Vedder Canal Hosts the Rowing Events

The Vancouver Province, Thursday, August 5, 1954
UBC ROWERS SINK MIGHTY ENGLAND

Ken Drummond, Doug McDonald, Captain
Tom Toynbee, Mike Harris, Laurie West
(partly hidden), Glen Smith, Herman
Zloklovits, Phil Kueber, Bob Wilson
Coach Frank Read, Centre, Coxswain Ray

Canadians Bobby Williams in single sculls, : . bl
& Donald Guest & Lawrence Stephan in Sierpina squatting in front
double sculls win bronze medals.



Yarrow's Famous Baseball Team: Ocean Sprays

Home Games: Yarrow Junior High Ball Diamond Ocean Spray Team, 1955 - At the
Ocean Spray Plant, Eckert Road

Jack Derksen, Bob Epp, Ed Barkowski, Barney Thiessen,
Batting Practice before the Game Dave Gieshrecht, Henry "Tiny” Harder, Vic Kornelson,
Photograph Courtesy of Mary Froese Elmer Klassen, Jake Wiebe
Ernie Harder, Waldo Neufeld, Ernie Ratzlaff, Len Froese,
Ed Froese, Art Funk, Rudy Riemer

Ed Derksen, Harold "Cactus"” Froese
Photograph Courtesy of Mary Froese



Yarrow's Famous Baseball Team:
Ocean Sprays 1959

Ocean Sprays Win Sunday Tourney

Ratzlaff ;
Boys !
Shine

Junior “A" league lead-|
ing Yarrow Ocean Sprays
smashed in two wins to take
the round - robin buseba]ll
tournament and the Do-‘
minion Day Cup at Mon-i
archs’ field Sunday.

Yarrow clipped Langley 2-1 in"
the second game of the round-|
robin, then went on to take Odd|
Fellows 4-0 in the final meeting
of the series.

League spokesman Ed Froese
said that the record turnout of
some 400 persons was greatly due
to publicity given the ieague by/
the Chilliwack Progress. [ \ 3 B
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME : - - A ;

Lanky Ocean Spray chucker‘ & b g i
Pete Ratzlaff went the distance i T w
for Yarrow, pitching a two-hit 2 b £ 7 . N
n\"’.:x;'ow joked. up: one mun in TOP JUNIOR “A” SQUAD, Yarrow Ocean Sprays won out over other league teams in & mammoth
the b;)llnmp of tjwpﬁrst to take round-robin tournament Sunday. Back row (left to right)—Ed Froese, coach; Jack Wiebe, first; Irwin
the lead. They added two more in Klassen, pitcher: Vic Kornelson, catcher; Pete Ratzlaff, pitcher; Elmer Klassen, outfield; Irwin Dyck,
the fourth and a single in the| pitcher; Len Froese, coach; Middle row—kuld Froese, bat boy: Barney Theissen, third; Ernie

Harder, outfieid; Waldo Neufeldt, outfield; Jackie Derksen, second base; Ed Derksen, scorer. Front

sixth for the total of four.
After Army's Jee O'Neil row—Roland Neufeldt, outfield; Ernie Ratzlaff, short; Dennis Klassen, catcher, Missing—Rudy Reimer,
pitcher —Staff Photo.

sped past the payoff plate on
a sacrifice by Keith P i ; -

Oddfellows pulled Greig in = Ernie Ratzlaff, brother of night Neufeldt Sprays added another gue took part in the elimina- Fellows went through two chuck-
favor of Ronny Columbus. |winner Pete Ratzlaff, held lgle in  the fifth, before Langley tion play prior to the final [ers to land the win, and the final
Billy Laurin’s power on the mound for the Sprays in the broke up Ratzlaff’s hopes of & game. In the first preliminary, [run didn't come until the bottom

mound managed to keep Army afternoon conlest against Lang no.hit norun match by sending| Odd Fellows met Army and in |of the last inning.

out of trouble until the sixth ley. lin Norm Flowerdue in the bot-| the second aftermoom comtest Army started with Bill Laurin

when Dick Walsh moved in from' He allowed only one hit ‘tom of the last inning | Ocean Sprays tangled with | while I0OF sent Dennis Gri

third on AMred Zilke's single 10| turning in one of the best per- | [0OF's Ronny Columbus, slso| Langley. bl 85

deep right field. | formances in Junior “A” his- |hurled the afternoon contest, was Both afterncon games ended

SECOND PRELIMINARY ftory. charged with the loss. He gave ;o ooy coune Odd. Fe]low.? squeezed  first
The Ratzlaff boys were the| Sprays opened scoring in the up only three hits during the 3 !blood in the tightly-knit match,

steam behind the Yarrow machine second, as Barney Theissen entire six innings | FIRST GAME - |pegging a run in the bottom of

Sunday. moved in on a sacrifice by Waldo All fear - 4s in the lea- | In the " minary, Odd|the first,

Back Row: Bill Gilchrist, Jake Wiebe, Don Smith, Dennis Klaassen, Barney Thiessen, Jack Derksen, Dennis Richardson
Front Row: Ed Froese, Wayne Wilkie, Ci Coleman, Pete Ratzlaff, Ernie Harder, Ernie Ratzlaff, Harold Froese
Photograph On Right Courtesy of Ernie Harder



Some of Yarrow’s Entrepreneurs

2k

Joseph Knox Chauncey Eckert Bill Siddall Johann Derksen John
Martens

Jake Martens Jacob G. Henry Johnny
“ umber Jack” Derksen Giesbrecht Giesbrecht

Henry Goossen Nickolai Reimer John Guenther



Yarrow Volunteer Fire Yarrow's Athletic
Department 1959 Association Banquet 1948/49

Photograph Courtesy of Dennis Martens. Photograph Courtesy of Arthur Siddal



Yarrow Post Office

Siddalls General Store, Post Office, Library Depot 1948 New Yarrow Post Office

Library Van at Siddall's General Store
Ph:;oyraph Courtesy of Ray Parker Bill Siddall at the new Yarrow Post Office

Transporting the Mail
Photograph Courtesy of Ray Parker



Yarrow Scenes: Old is New Again

Wittenberg’s Jewellery Columbia Press (Neufeld's Print Shop)

e

Cafe (Betty Menges’ Cafe)




Yarrow Scenes: Old is New Again

Funk’s Supermarket & Betty Menges’ Cafe Central Merchants & D&D Hardware

o
v




Julia Wiittenberg Retires as Yarrow’s Librarian: 1947 - 1974

2A THE CHILLIWACK PROGRESS. Wednesday, September 4. 1974

wi

i | TR . Yarrow librarian
| ' il retires from job

Mrs Julia Wittenberg, vom:  the community and library
mumity Bbraran of the Yarmmw AL
Branch Library . setired Saturday
alter 27 vears service to the com Mrs. Wiltenberg is being
munits eplaced by Mrs Patricia
Mre Wittenberg has beepn Heighton whe takes over branch
Yartow's only community duties September

libraran to date She operated
se Lirst branch library n
Yarrow which sturted in 1947 and
served the public from o corner
in Wittentierg's Confectionory

In 1560 the branch moved its
uperations 10 the Yarrow Cafe
and then, seeking more space, in
152 moved 10 4s present location
m CUentral Hoad

Mrs. Wittenberg has served the
Fraser Valley Hegonal Library
soder three directors, including
the late Peler Grossman, Ronald
Ley inow retired’. and curremt
director, Howard Overend
Betiroment comes Just several
months prior 1o the anticipated
cpening of a new branch in the
proposed Yarrow Community
Centre

Mrs. Wittemberg was hopored
i a dinner Saturday evening

when Fraser Vallew Reglonal
BOOKISH RETIREMENT — Mrs. J. J. tJulia) Wittenberg (right) will have hittle retirement spare time |f Director Howard Overend
she reads all the books Mrs Pat Hetgnton is handing her. Mrs. Wittenherg retired as Yarrow branch librarian presented her with an engraved
last week after 27 vears of service. She began operation with two shelves of books. Mrs. Heighton, the new

sulver tray 1o commemaorate her
librarian. expects to accompany the hbrary in its move 1o the proposed recreation centre ong years ol valuable service Lo




Yarrow (1959): People, Economics, and Future by Ernie Harder
One of Five Articles by Ernie Harder Published in the Chilliwack Progress

Small Business Declines In Yarrow
By Ernie Harder

Business isn't booming in Yarrow. Circumstances which have taken industry and retail trade from the community explain the recent decline. The changing face of the berry industry, to be dealt with in next week's article, is
one reason for the economic transformation which the area has experienced in the last decade.

No longer is smalll fruit the lifeblood of the community. Today payroll supplies the majority of Yarrow residents with income.

The area, which experienced rapid development after first settlers cultivated sugar beets and harvested hopfields for a living, first became a self-contained community almost 20 years later when the Canadian Bank of
Commerce opened there. A consumer co-op, formed in 1937, did much to promote Yarrow's growth. But the area's business concerns, which rely mainly on local residents for support, reluctantly admit that business reached
its peak in the early fifties. The decline has been particularly noticeable in the last two years, state leading businessmen.

C.C. Funk, food market owner in his twentieth year of operation in Yarrow, was one of the first to feel the effects of the loss of close to $ 100,000 yearly payroll which Cascade Foods Ltd channeled into the hands of local
employees before fire destroyed the plant last year. Company officials have still not decided whether or not the plant will be rebuilt and work continued on the same scale.

Another fire, which put Yarrow IGA out of business last year, has also done harm. The two food markets operating in Yarrow offer the modern shopping conveniences of any supermarket, but Mr. Funk-who owns both of
them-is at a loss to explain why his business instead of taking up the trade formerly handled by the IGA, has even shown a decline during some months. He estimates about five per cent of Yarrow residents do all their
shopping outside the community. Since June, all sales in the Funk's stores have been strictly on a cash basis.

Drygoods store owner, Corney Giesbrecht estimates that only about ten per cent of the people in the area shop for wearing apparel in his store. He says business was better when he enjoyed some local competition a few
years ago.

"People want to shop around for their clothes—they want more choice.”
One businessman stated that within the last two years it has been noticeably more difficult to collect credit accounts.

Central Road businesses include a barbershop, three hardware and appliance stores, one restaurant, one jeweler, two service stations with body and machine shops, two feed outlets, one drygoods store, a blacksmith, an
insurance agency, a shoemaker, a lumberyard, an upholstery shop and a small printery and box factory.

"Small businesses in the community will find it continually more difficult to operate profitably,” commented well-known businessman J.H. Martens. "Convenience of shopping centres within 20 minutes driving distance is
one of the main reasons.”

Many people are employed in seasonal labor in Yarrow. There are quite a few loggers in the area, and civil servants employed at Camp Chilliwack. Several carloads of young people, especially girls, leave each morning for
jobs in Chilliwack.

Though most of the families are in the low income bracket, leading citizen and insurance agent, Dave Klassen, commented, "It's mazing where all the money comes from.”

Operation of Diamond Construction Company Ltd, out of Yarrow, with a fleet of 45 trucks nearly all year ‘round has meant a yearly payroll of over $ 100,000-much of which stays in Yarrow. Paving of the Vedder Mountain road
five years ago was a great boon to the Yarrow district. Houses which previously rented for $ 10 a month jumped to $ 35. Many soldiers from the RCSME have rented houses and a few of these families have bought homes.

But there is little demand for land in Yarrow. An acre of berries which at one time sold for $ 2,000 can now be bought for a little more than % 700. One and a half acre plots, with fairly modern two-bedroom houses on them,
have sold for around % 7,000 - $ 8,000.

With quite a concentration of older folk, pension cheques have been a benefit to the community as a whole. Majority of the pensioners own their own homes. A privately owned old fok's home is also operated in Yarrow.
There have been two new subdivisions developed in Yarrow within the last two years but it took two years to fill the 13 lots on one of them and not a single lot was bought by "outsiders”.
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PRESERVING HISTORY: A GRAVE CONCERN
by Penny Leftt
Volunteer labor transforms overgrown
Yarrow cemetery into a place of pride

Susie Derksen, Mary Froese, and Erma Wiebe
Organizing Committee

Su-lo Derksen and Mary ano- walk gh the newly

Tribute to their ancestors

“Cherish your family
for they are your treasure —
a storehouse of riches,
wealthy beyond measure."”
- Anon

he unfiltered summer sun highlights names
Tike Wiete, Thiessen, Warkentin, Epp and
Reimer. he absolute brightness makes
Yarrow Graveyard at the end of Hare Road
seem almest cheerful
And it Is a nice plice.

Now,

“This was all cvergrown blackberry bushes,” suys
Susle Derksen. “And over here was a swamp. A
httm'rtllwmmlmhnnkundrmn bocause
they were dropping stuff on the graves.*

Mrs. Derksen along with Mary Froese and Erma
Wiebe worked more thin two years 1o raise the
funds required o repalr and clean up the cemetery
that 18 thelr hertiage.

The &2-year-old widow walks prowdly between the
neatlyspaced rows of her home-town's dead. From
thne to time to exse an ailing hip, she Jeans on Mrs.
Froese, her life-dong friend and committee mate.

"My mother and father are Just over here,” Mrs.

Derksen says pausing briefly by their headstones,
“And my hushand Is back there,”

Mrs. Froese also has relatives, two-generations, -
terred there,

The two senjors appesr almeost untouched by the
intense heat as they walk the length and breadth of
mcumry(dlh‘dhow it was, and pointing out

iths

“T've boen here since 1928 and 1 know many of
these oldtimers.” Mrs. Derksen says waving a much-
worked hand across the scene. “Nineteen twenty
nine i the earliest grave. There were several died
(hat year. Maris Peters, wife of Dave Peters died at
age 28 thut year. Heart condition. And she left theee
Litthe girls. [ used o babysit for them.”

As on adjunct to the Yarrow Mennonite Brethren
Church’s T0th anniversacy this year, the trio of
womsn, along with the official cemetery committes,
worked tirelessly to upgrade the more than 1,000
phots. Five hundred were completely redone, Caved-
In cerment covers were removed, sod - yands of it -
was addod (o level the ground, headstones vere
cleaned or replaced.

It all took money. And the women radsed It At
Jeast §50,000

They wrote Jetters, They contacted descondants.
They organized. And they nagged

‘The start seemed slow, but soon pride for the pre-
sent and respect for the past infected many,
Enthusiasm and participation grew.

‘Inumlymsvhadbemnloldmlk.humac
ton," says Mrs. Derksen, “We raised about $50,000
That alone shows people really do care. And we've
plready had 3o many people say ‘thank you ™

Now when relatives close or far come to the quiet,
tucked-away spot they sre greeted by an appealing
parklike setting. A raised garden surrounds a new
cemetery sign, Benches are strategically placed to

a moment of and quiet re-
fection.

What had boen a depressing almost embartassing
place is now almost uplifting.

“Doing this has given us all a great fecding of con-
maction (o the past,” says Mrs. Derksen, “1 fool grato-
ful we could do it and 1 didn't have to die thinking I'd
have to go to that place that was. "

‘The dvo complete thelr tour pause a moment,
then head slowly through the erisp white metal ga

“The okd gate that was here tuu!dn'! have hnd In
# cow pasture,” Mrs. Derksen vows as it swings
closed! behind her. “We helpoed keop history from
baing lost. 1t just should have boen done 20 years
a0

Mrs. Froese laughs and nods appreciatively.

Stories Penny Lett O Photography Rick Collins
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