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Ioftonn 3. Ocrffqr t

^ thfer lie[er Eoier gogonn
Oerfien, rraurbe om 19. 6epitem.
ber 1881 im ,Oorie Omiboi[, StuB,
Ionb, geboren. geine @Itein tlo,
ren gocorb,Oerf:ien unb 2[nno ge,b.
$onaen.

9ort 'berlebte er feine .Rtnbbeit
urrb gugenbjolre. Sn feinem 1g.
Seben$jargre hurfte er ficll 7.uln
$ewn ibefebren unb tuutbe onr
18. $uni 1900 in GJriintol bon
eorib Oiirfien getouit unb in
bie $tenn. 'Sriibergemeinbe ouf,
genommen, beren 6l ieb er oudt
tbti' 'e,u teinem Seben€enbe geblie,
'ben i'it.

1901 aog er rnit feinen Gltern
no,!, ber Eerefer lfnfieblung.
Sdbl 'I1oIf er feinen Olt'ern ,beim
Dlufbnu r\reB geime} mit, ober
'half ou$ lbeim ffiei$e 6otte1, in.
bem er ben 6emeinbedlor Ieitete.

l2tl€ junger Stonn fom er na6

bem Su'6an unb fcrnrb, in ,8oiie
Sildler leine Seben9,gefdibrtin. 2tm
10. Bept. 1908 traten iie in ben
@beltonb. 10 Sinber hurben ig.
nen geboren, bon benen B 66h.
ne unb 3 Eii6ter im ,RinbeBolter
ftarrben. gg tDor uniern @ltern
,bergiinnt, 44 $c!r,e $reub unb
Seirb mtteiuonber Eu teilen, 'bi3
uniere Ite'be flJ]utter nog fur1em
ober i$tlerem Seiben orn 5. gon.
1952 burg 'ben Eo,b, bon ieiner
9cife gerillen lrrurbe.

OoB tuor fiir Soter six ilorter

Eerluit unb bie @itriamfeit llihev

fom ibn off. 6eine guil,erfitanY,
\,eit na\m 6u unb nagte cn fei,
nem 8eb,en. Gr befarn 6,hoei OSIag.
onfci[e, bon benen er fidl nur lcng:
fcm erfolte. llm L4. gIFriI mufite
et fi6 einer Elafenofrerotion un"
ierherien, bie clld) gelong. Ste
er om felben Eoge i$on mttieilte,
tuor er frol1, ,bo[ er alleB fo grrt
iiberitanben !obe. Sebo6 a,benb€
fotrgte ein tociterer f61ps1.r 66lag"
anfafl. Setu,uBflog Iog er bo.
,Qein Sort fonn,te er lpre6en, bi}
er CIffi 26. WDti\ ionft, o[,ne Eo=
beBfamFl entlc!'Iiei, um ben 6u
f6ouen, an ben er ll ier goglaubt.

Sn i'brern Seben loben uniere
Olterrr ouf bericbiebenen Otellerr
getuofint. Oie erftien 16 So,bte ib.
teB gemeinionren Setben9 ruobn'
ten fie onr $utban. SobI forgte
er fiir bie l6einer, obef tuor aurf)
illebrere $o!re 6onntog,gf$ulle'!'
rer unb, eirigent beB gemiidten
Oi$ore€. Siibren,b beB 1. SeIt'
ftrogeg mubte er 37/z $o!re im
Oienit lftelfen. Oonn, :folgien 'bie
Serolutionlisbre, fuiiibrenb ber e€
mangel 3u iibertrinben ,gob. Se6t

oft itefite er fiS in ben ffiits fiir
bie Oiirfer om Sutb,cn, 'lucg mit,
unter mit ,8e'ben3geiclr ber'bun,
ben bar. eag o[eB ibeqeugte
0u6 ihn, ii6 bon ber '\eimatb
.!en,6$o[;e 6u' Iiifen'.' 

'Sm ,Serrbit Iig,24 t\aften unfere
Gltern 6elegenlleit, rnit l\ren
$inbern no6 Sonarbo 6u fommen.
$uerft rbig Dtoitlern, bonn nod)
6nobenil1al. Oo6 roeil bog 3or,
mern iYtn ni'6t einmol beionberB
f,effelte, io nerfcufte er feine ltirt,
fcfoft unb 6o9 tneiter, nog Stn,
Iipe,g, Sinfler unb ,fpcifet fiir
Tut6e Seit 1oS S'bitemcter, tuo er
einen fleinen lcben i\atte. Oodt
'o.IB eg ii6 erft in E. 6. regte unb
$reunbe tbn ein[uben, 'ben 'Sir,
f,ung.Bfaei} borfbin Au berlegen,
bo beiFro6 er {i6r ni6t long e-mit
Sleiidr unb SIut, fonbern aog lbin.

'6eit 1929 bat et mit f,einen"
,sinbern in f. U. geruobnt unb
Ircr in, ben 2tnianggjffiren tuie,
berum aI€ Oirigent ttiiig. eurryt

, feinen gonbel unrb, fpdter burdt
, fein Sobengefg&ft iit et mit bie,

Ien lIniflieblern jenet Eoge in Ee,
riillrung gefommen.

. Ueber fein ,8eben \atte er ntgt
riel au {ogen.' ,Senn in nddrtli,
dlen Otunben,ber Odlai florb unb
ibm lein Seben ,fo bor leinen'llu=
gen 'itcnb, bann thst et tui'ebetiftolt

untetm.sreu6e leine ein6ige Def,
tung. .:gefeben unb'bebauerie, lbat
et .nigt mehr griigie au,f6ufl,ei,len
batte.
, lBtr aI€ Sinber bifien, boh Ea,
rerjur un€ lorgfe unb bo6 Seite
tro[te, unb in gefum CIbriitum
feinen geilanb t6itte, trn-J* iiiit,
unb in bem er golt,gefunrben bot"te.
ptlfql. Sib3rror unler Qluge irorint,

r lo giinnen ruir irbm bie dube unb
freuen unl cuf bo€ Sieberiefien'5ei-geiue im gigt. - Gr tii 'rsg-a'!re, 7 lftonote unb 28 toge
oit geborben.

^^gi*_ Segrcirb,ni$feier lonb om
30. llprii im Setboufe ber llit,
toher_ 9J?.=Er.,6em. itott. lnit
bern Sorfe Gotfe€ biente greb.

, g. ,8en3mcn unb Sreb. Sr. bri*,
I fn.- Sefterer iit ber deffe"lre

uerftorbenen. @r fom bon [Jtot.
!:n, fl?on-, , ,lurn Segrdb,nic tJinnc
Dn;fel€. @in Duortett ,non 6iin.
gern, bie friiber in bem Glor ge=
lungen \atten, ben ber Eeriforbe,
ne birig,ielrt rbstte, bragte pofienbe

; Sieber.

..@1 binterl&Bt einen, 6obn, 00,
!ib^CIgrffen unb gomilie, gatrotn,
3 Eiigter : Waig, Sroui Sefer
Gnng qnb Bom., Cl iuer, { i .9.,
?!nn1, grou Si[g 09ff u. rgom.,
Eancouber, E. G., flJlortbo, Brou
Sobn $Iett u. gam., Soncoiber,
s. G., unb eine Silegeto6ter Wn=
fre, grou $o,bn OaW u. Som.,
pqll9m, E. 9., 18 ,Grofi,flnbet,
2 leirbli6e Eriiber: ,(6etfroib unb
$uliug 0erfien, gorroh, unb ei.
nen groften Serhonbten= unb Se,
fonntenfreig.

eie leibtrcgenben Sinber.



Luise fi$oAerand J.J. Derksen

F isc her J . J . i Je r ksen

by Mary M. Enns

Prayer Meeting this Saturday night hetd
greater than usual promise. The Widow
Fischer  f l i t ted anx ious ly  about  in  her
already neat parlour, i ts 11 chairs stan_
ding sedately against three walls of the
room. ln the centre stood the round
oaken table and on it was a red velvet-
covered family album. This looked im-
pressive, indeed, with i t 's brass clasp
that no chi ld could open because of a
small  catch on i t .  Beside i t  lay an old
Bib le ,  leather-bound,  i t ' s  f ine Ind ia  paper
pages gi l t-edged. prominent in the room
was the "Glass-Schrank". This held the
samovar, the kind you heated with char-
coal and also a very precious Cobalt blue
vase. Safely behind the bevi l led glass
doors  you saw the f ine ch ina cups and
saucers  and a f igur ine o f  the , ,Goose
Gir l "  and one of  a  shepherdess.  The on ly
other piece of furniture was an ornately
carved rocking-chair of dark cherry wood,
with a large brown woolen shawl
careful ly laid on i t 's r ight arm rest. In the
evening the mother  would  s i t  in  th is
chai r ,  qu ie t ly  rock ing,  whi le  Lu ise,  her
daughter ,  p layed upon her  gu i tar  and
sang songs l ike Lleber Mond du gehst so
stille or Wehn die Schwatben heim-
waerts ziehn. This was the subl ime hour
for the older woman. She had lost her
husband some years ago. Her elder
daughter  Anna had marr ied and the on ly
son had left ,  a rebel at 1g to l ive in the
United States. She and Luise led a quiet
l i fe. Looking up at the portrait  of her
grandmother  Wi lhe lmine Weslawsky she
thought  how very  l ike  her  ancestor  Lu ise
looked.
A n d  n o w  a  s o m e w h a t  d i s t u r b i n g

element of excitement had come to in_
t rude upon the i r  sec lus ion.  A young man
from the Terek was coming al l  the way to
the Kuban, to Wohldemfuerst, to court
the shy,  love ly  Lu ise.  The Widow Fischer
shook her  head doubt fu l ly .Why couldn ' t
he have been a Kubaner, one of the
young men from the ,,Ober-Dorf"

someone they a l l  knew wel l ! !  Th is  per .
son was a "Bauern.Sohn" and at that the
seventh son. Besides, he probably spoke
only in Low German and she and Luise
spoke none. What was a woman to do?
Tonight  he would be brought  by h is  host ,
Onkel Wiebe, to the usual Saturday
evening Prayer  Meet ing,  th is  t ime at  her
house. Here he would be presented to
Luise and her  mother .
Lu ise washed the d ishes and t id ied the

kitchen after "Fesper." Being 23 she
thought she might have been al lowed
the choice o f  dress for  th is  evening.  She
would have chosen the pretty blue with
the narrow black velvet band on the high
f i t ted co l lar  and the tucks a l l  the way

down the bodice. Sti l l  -  maybe Mother
was r ight - the pale grey cambric with
it 's demure white cuffs and col lar would
be more modest. A quick glance into her
mirror showed she need not pinch her
cheeks tonight; apprehension gave her a
pretty f  lush and an unusuat lustre to the
deep grey eyes. lmpulsively she ran out
to the l i lac bush by the side of the house,
picked an armful l  of i t 's heavi ly scented
blossoms and put them into t ire belt  of
her dress.
Luise seemed quite unable to sing the

beginning hymn. But from 
""ro.J 

the
room the excel lent bari tone of the
stranger was a welcome change from the
somewhat reedy voices of the few male
visitors. Certainly she could not al low
herself a good look at him now, even
though h is  eyes might  safe ly  be on h is
hymn-book. Al l  she could remember at
this moment was that he was tal l  and
had a shockingly red moustache. But af-
ter al l ,  just because he had come to see
her  -  th is  bound her  to  noth ing,  noth ing
whatsoever. Firmly she col lected her
thoughts and l istened to what was being
read. ".  .  .And a man shal l  leave father
and mother. .  ."  yes, but that was only i f
you real ly wanted to leave. Final ly, al l
bowed reveren i ly  in  prayer .  Lu ise
opened her eyes, glanced caretully
across the room and saw to her
amazement that the stranger's hands,
s t i l l  h o l d i n g  t h e  h y m n . b o o k  w e r e
posit ively peppered with freckles. Ach,
lieber Himmel, damit muessfe dann et-
was gemacht werden. But she did notice,
too, that they were f ine, strong looking
hands.
The few guests were slow in leaving.

The Widow Fischer strol led down her
front garden walk with her neighbours,
speaking of nothing more important than
the abundance of red currants this year
and the hope of a good crop of the t iny
sickle pears so excel lent for drying to
pickl ing. Luise was the last to reach the
door. The stranger was wait ing for her.
Gently he took her hand into his arm and
in an excel lent High-German said:
"Kommen Sie mit, Frauelein Luise, wir
machen einen Spaziergang im Garten.',
And that is how it  came about that my

mother decided that the unknown man
from the Terek with his red mustache
and  te r r i b l y  f r eck led  hands  m igh t
possibly be f ine husband-materiaf.  And
that is how, even though she never did
learn to speak in Low German, they even,
tual ly establ ished a blood.l ine that in-
cluded in each generation at least one
red-head with'  an over-abundance of
freckles. And nothing was ever done
about the freckles.
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